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ABSTRACT

Thesis Title The Development of a Local Wisdom Curriculum on
Phansa (Buddhist Lent) Candle Carving
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Advisory Committee
1. Asst. Prof. Dr. Wuthipon Sakonkiat Chairperson
2. Dr. Taviga Tungprapa
3. Asst. Prof. Wg. Crd. Dr. Chomsupak Cruthaka

In this thesis, the researcher examines (1) the local wisdom required to
instill the body of knowledge requisite to the carving of Phansa (Buddhist
Lent) candles in selected trainee candle carvers in Ubon Ratchathani province.
Furthermore, the researcher describes and analyzes (2) the construction of a
local wisdom curriculum on Phansa candle carving. Finally, addiitionally, the
researcher evaluates (3) the curriculum constructed in the course of this project.

The project unfolded in three steps taken seriatim:

Step One:

The researcher studied the local wisdom used in instilling the body of
knowledge requisite to Phansa candle carving in trainees. The sample

population consisted of 25 experts who commanded the body of knowledge

(6)



used in the practice of Phansa candle carving. The research instrument was a
structured interview form with open-ended questions. The experts interviewed
were allowed to express their opinions freely. The interviews were analyzed
and presented as an itemized descriptive narrative.

Step Two:

The researcher constructed a local wisdom curriculum on Phansa
candle carving using the information collected and analyzed in Step One. The
curriculum consisted of the following components: conditions, problems and
necessities; behavioral objectives; training units; contents; activities; training
methods; training media; and measurement and evaluation.

Step Three:

The curriculum constructed by the researcher was evaluated. The
curriculum draft constructed in Step Two was evaluated by seven experts for
appropriateness and internal congruence. Using techniques of descriptive
statistics, the data used were analyzed in terms of mean and standard deviation.

Findings are as follows:

1. The interviews on the body of knowledge concerning local wisdom
in Phansa candle carving concerned the following issues:

The design of Phansa candles; candle casting; pattern design for candle
carving; candle carving methods; the use of patterns in candle carving; candle
carving tools; and candle decoration after the completion of carving.

2. The curriculum constructed by the researcher consisted of seven

learning units:

(7



(1) Candle design; (2) candle casting; (3) pattern design for candle
carving; (4) candle carving methods; (5) the use of patterns in candle carving;
(6) candle carving; and (7) candle decoration after the carving.

3. The experts evaluating the curriculum constructed by the researcher
found that the curriculum was appropriate at a high to the highest level. The
experts also found that all components of the curriculum were internally

congruent.
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