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Abstroct

The Khmer Thoi living in southern lson hod believed in ond worshlpped ghosts before

they turned to Brohmonism ond Buddhism. They coll ghosts "khomooc" ond sort them into 5

groups: 1) good ghosts, whlch, if well-treoted, wlll bring fortune but if ill-treoted, will bring

misfortune, such os neok to ond orokso, 2) evll ghosts, which only bring misfortune to

humons, such os oob, thomop, chotowong ond 3) not-good-ond-not-bod ghosts, such os

incompetent ghost / krochog-ngog-ngol. The lifestyle of the Khmer Thoi is reloted to ghosts

from crodle to grove. The belief in ghosts tightens lomily ties becouse during the 10'h lunor

month of every yeor, the Khmer Thoi will perform the "Son Don To" rituol ln grotitude to

deported oncestors. The descendonts everywhere will return to their homes to ottend this

rituol. The belief in ghosts olso strengthens communities becouse in eoch community the

"Soen Neok To" rituol is held during the 6th month before the orrivol of the rlce-growing

seoson. lt is believed thot neok tos keep the people in the community ln peoce ond

contentment, moke the roin foll in due seoson ond the crops obundont. The people in the

communlty join Jorces in holding the rituol with the ottitude thot they hove the some neok to

os the unifier of heorts. Besides, the belief in ghosts ploys o role in the building of cities os

seen in the elevotion of locol heroes to the stotus of locol ghost, such os Chiong Poom or

Luong Surin Pokdee Sri Norong Chongwong, Surin's ex-governor.

The belief in ghosts of the Suoy Thoi inhobiting southern lson is no different from thot

of the Khmer Thoi. The Suoy Thol coil ghosts "komooc", "moon", or "kol" ond sort them into

3 groups: 1) good ghosts, such os mou ond Pokom-ocheeng, 2) evil ghosts, such os monoh,

chorop ond 3) not-good-ond-not-bod ghosts, such os Atub-otob. Furthermore, the Suoy

Thoi hove the "Soen Yo Chuh" rituol the woy the Khmer Thoi hove the Son Neok To rituol

ond they hove the mou or kloemou proctice Jor heoling the woy the Khmer Thoi hove the

moemod proctice. However, there is o belief in one kind of ghost thot is held only by the

Suoy Thoi, the belief in "Pokom-ocheeng" ond this kind of ghost is revered only omong

elephont-keepers, not omong rice-formers or blocksmiths. (The word "pokom" meons

"leother rope mode from buffolo hide" ond the word "Acheeng" is o Suoy word meonlng

"elephont". Thus, "Pokom-ocheeng" meons "elephont-roping-rope"). Most Suoy Thoi

moke offerings to Pokom-ocheeng before ond ofter roping elephonts or when they hove to

d
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toke elephonts outside their villoges, toking them to beg in Bongkok, for lnstonce. At present,

the Suoy Thoi olso moke offerings to Pokom-ocheeng in wedding ceremonies. Hence, the

belief in these ghosts still remoins, even though mony Suoy Thoi fomilies hove given up

elephont-keeping.

The word "ghost" or 'spirit" used omong the Thoi-Loo ethnic group hos 2

meonings. The first one is the ghost of the deported who hos not been reborn becouse he or

she hos to guord his or her children ond the members of the lineoge ond the second one is

the commonly present ghost, which does both good ond bod to humons. Broodly speoking,

ghosts con be cotegorized by the belief of the Thoi-Loo into 3 types: 1) high-level ghosts, or

good ghosts, nomely, "devo" or 'ongel"; 2) medium-level ghosts, or ghosts thot ore both

good ond bod, which con be cotegorized into mony types, nomely, villoge ghost, city ghost,

oncestrol ghost ond hero ghost: 5) low-level ghosts, or evil ghosts, which con be sorted into

evll ghosts commonly existing in the noturol world, such os prol, commonly seen evil ghosts,

such os krosue, pob, ond evil ghosts in hell, such os hungry ghost. The beliel in ghosts ol the

Thoi-Loo ethnic group induced oll sorts of rituols with the purposes of moking socrifices to

the veneroted ghosts ond solicitlng them to sove the worshippers from mlshops ond ordoin

their lives to meet only with hoppiness, prosperlty ond fulfillment of their desires. Broodly

speoking, the ghost-worshipping rituols of the Thoi-Loo con be cotegorized into 2 groups: 'l)

rituols pertoining to occupotion, such os rituol pertoining to rice cultivotion ond 2) rituols

pertoining to living, such os heoling rituol.

For the ghost-reloted beliers ond rituols of the Vietnomese ethnic group living in the

oreo of southern lson of Thoilond, it is found thot the type of ghost most revered ond

worshipped by the Vietnomese ethnic group or the Vletnomese Thoi, to whom the outhor

refers os "Viet Kieu" (overseos Vietnomese) ls 'oncestrol ghost". Thls is becouse it ls

believed thot the purposes of hoving on oltor for oncestor worship ln one's house ore to

show grotitude to the deported oncestors ond to poy homoge to them so thot they moy

guord the descendonts ond moke them continue to prosper. As for the worship of other kinds

of qhosts, such os house-guordion ghost or the eorth deity (colled "Phro Moe Thoroni" by

the Thoi), only some groups proctice it, unlike in Vietnom, where oncestrol ghosts ond the

eorth deity ore worshipped side by side. As for the belief in villoge ghosts, it no longer exists

os it does in Vietnom. lf the Viet Kiew worship them, they will do so occording to the Thoi

r
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trodition. As Ior rituols reloted to the bellef in ghosts thot ore still preserved, there is the

cremotlon ceremony, ond some rltuols, such os the necromontlc rituol, ore procticed only by

o group of people. Thus, regording the Viet Kiew's beliefs ond rituols pertoining to ghosts in

Ubon Rotchothoni, some con still be preserved occording to Vietnomese troditions, yet mony

things hove chonged with time. This is becouse the Viet Kiew hove come to live in Thoilond

for o long time ond thus hove received the influence of beliefs ond rituos pertoining to

ghosts from the Thoi, especiolly the lson Thoi, ond the influence hos been integroted lnto

their own beliefs ond rituols.
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