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egarded as a upique handicraft in northeastern Thai-
land, "Baan“Pa=ao bronzeware reflects the folk wisdom
of villagers in Pa-ao Village, Tambon Nong Khon, Muang
District of Ubol Ratchathani Province. This group of
people moved from Neng Bua Lamphu, now a province
in'the Northeast, to settle down in Pa-ao Village, which
isover 200 years old"Baan Pa-ao has a special identity
of its own, handed down from its ancestors. The craft
of making bronzeware is one such example.

Formerly, all households in Pa-ao Village were
engaged in making bronzeware as their main occupation.
Initially, their bronzeware products were in the form of
crab claw-shaped bells, round bells with a clapper
inside, and small containers. As the objects grew in
number, traders were allowed to transport them in carts
to be sold in other villages. Later, fewer traders
traveled from place to place for business, so many
Pa-ao villagers turned to other occupations and only a
few households maintained the traditional form of
bronzeware craftsmanship.

Today, Baan Pa-ao Community Study Center for
Craftsmen in Bronze Casting is the place where local
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design is made on the dummy. Pieces of metal such as iron, aluminum and
bronze are melted down for about six hours and the alloy poured into a mold
where it is left for at least 30 minutes before the coated clay is taken off
leaving the desired product. This may receive a final decoration on a lathe

Because of the rather complicated production process and quite difficult
work requiring patience and training at all times, bronzeware products are
not generally available. Moreover, many bronzeware craftsmen’s children
and grandchildren have become interested in working elsewhere rather than
carrying on this cultural heritage passed down by their ancestors. So, today,
there are only a few enthusiastic craftsmen working in bronzeware - a
worrisome situation that bronzeware making is becoming a dying art form.

There is a saying “good bronzeware must be sought at Baan Pa-a0”, but
today, beautiful silk is making a name for the village, surpassing bronzeware.
This can be seen from silk shops found throughout the village. This state of
affairs is a warning that the cultural heritage of bronzeware making is on the
edge of extinction. Accordingly, local folk are being urged to pay greater
attention to the preservation of this traditional craft, reflecting ancient
wisdom, as the pride of the nation.

If you are interested in Baan Pa-ao bronzeware, please contact the Baan
Pa-a0 Community Study Center for Craftsmen in Bronze Casting, No. 58
Moo 5, Tambon Pa-ao, Muang District, Ubol Ratchathani, Telephone:
0-4534-4365.
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