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PHRA SEI SARBEJNA*
The Chief Tmage in the Temple

of Wat Mabadhatu Yuvarajrangsariti

The temple where the Chief Image named Phra
Sri Sarbejita has been kept is the Temple of Wat Mahadhatu.

Wat Mahadhatu was originally called cither Wat Salak or
Wat Chalak or Wat Jalak. It is belicved that the latter
two were corrupt forms of the former.

H.R.H. Prince Damrong Raxanubhib stated that the
reason why it was commonly known as Wat Salak
( meaning carving) was that all the things there were

carved instead of being plain as those in other temples,
This temple is of medium size. However, there is another
school of thought contending that as there were quite a
good number of bhikkhus, who were skilled in the arts and
crafts of carving, people called the temple * Wat Salak’**
after them.

Wat Salak was founded in the Ayuddhya*** period

* R. Lingat, ‘Ilistory of Wat Mahadhatw’ The Journal of Siam
Saciety, 1930-1931, Vol XX VI, at p.2 in the {footnote No. 1 it says:
. . o - a NP

written by the Siamese ﬂ;ﬁww‘ﬁty ( SiSuaraphet ) Saravajna ““ The
Omniscient”’ in the name of the Buddha. ”
** See: Wat Mahadhati’s History written by FLR.H. Prince
Damrong Raxanubhab in the report of Sangha, Vol. 10, at p.441.
= Why it is written “ Ayuddhya ” in place of Avuthia, see : Events

in Ayuddhya from Chulasakraj 636-966 in 7he Journal of the
Siam Society April, 1909, Vol. 1.



but there is no clear evidence to prove by whom it was built
and when. When H.M. the King Tksin of Dhonburi
moved the capital of the country from Ayuddhya to
Dhonburi and decided to build the new capital on the two
banks of the Chaophraya River, Wat Salak stood on the
Bangkok side of the river. The King promoted the Wat
and gave it royal status, but the name of the ‘Wat was not
changed.

Later, when the King Phrabuddhayodfa* moved the
capital to the east bank, i.e. the Bangkok side. The Grand
Palace was built on one side of the Wat and the Palace of the
Vice King** on the other. Thus, H.M. the Vice King com-
manded Phatikam*** should be performed, i.e. the area on
the southern side should be given to the Wat and the
northern area was taken away. ( The original area of Wat
Salak was in the southern end where the bell-tower and
the pond calied “ Divine Pond Nibha ™ were. but at the
present time, the building of the Mahachulalongkorn Royal
College has replaced them, the area of Wat Salak then
extended right down to Silpakorn Lane). When the Vice
King of Mahasurasimhanad performed the Ceremony of
the Phatikam in order to exchange the land with the Wat,
it was assumed that that was how the Wat was established.
The establishment of Wat Phra Sri Ratanasasdaram took

* R. Lingat, “The History of Wat Mahadhati’ this term written
“King Phra Phuttha Jot Fa’,
s Ihid called < The Second King *?, but the Visakha Puja, B.E. 2509,

the annual publication of the Buddhist Association of Thailand, at
the jacket of the first illustration called “ The Vice King”.

#% This is a Buddhist term in the Vinaya meaning “to give a good
thing to the Sangha and take a poor one away ”, sce the
of the Royal Academy, B. E. 2493, at p. 622.
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place in the year of the Rabit in B.E. 2326 (A.D. 1783).
When the establishment of the Wat was completed, the
Wat renamed * Nibbanaram .

The reason for changing the name of the Wat was
presumably that H.M. the Vice King at first wished the
Wat to be named Phra Sri SarbejRa for the things built,
tsuch as he Mondapa,* the form of which was adopted into

the form of Mondapa at the Wat Phra Sri Sarbejfia in

Ayuddhya, but without four facades. Yet the Wat was
established for the purpose of keeping the royal ashes**
as they were formerly kept at the Wat Phra Sri Sarbejfia
in Ayuddhya. That was in particular to keep therein the
royal ashes of the ancestors of the King, that is the ashes of
his father, who was the ancestor of the Jackri House;
Those belonged partly to H.M. the Vice King Borvorn
Mahasurasimhanad, while another part belonging to H.M.

the King Phrabuddhayodfa, were placed in the Grand Palace.
However, the trouble was that Wat Salak did not stand
within the grounds of the Grand Palace as Wat Phra Sri
Sarbejia did. Thus, H.M. the Vice King changed the
name of the Wit to Wat Nibbanaram on the ground stated
above.*** It was presumed that the royal ashes of the
ancestor of the kings were kept in the lower part of the

* It means the rectangular of the tempie.

™ R. Lingat, ‘Ilistory of Wat Mahadhati', The Jouwrnal of Siam
Society, 1930-1931, Vol XXVT at p.2, says that the Wat ( referred )
kept the ashes of the Kings of the Ayuthia and those of other
members of the Royal Fouseholds. Wat Saluk should serve a
similar purpose,

**# See: The Comment on the Golden Pagoda, in the Book Collecting

Stories compiled by 11.R.H. Prince Damrong Raxanubhab, Vol 11,
Klangwitaya Press.
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golden pagoda in the royal chapel of Phradhatu, whereas
the holy remains of Lord Buddha were kept at the top.
The said Mondapa is now the royal chapel of Phradhatu.
At the beginning, the shape of the roof of that made as the
Mondapa’s roof by taking the peak of the castle, planned to

build in the palace of H.M. the Vice King, to be built
thereon. THowever, the royal chapel caught fire on Friday,
in the fourth month, on the fifteenth day of the waning
moon, in the vear of Raka, threesoka Chulasakraj 1163,
B.E. 2344, (A.D. 1801} at twenty-one hours.” When the
fire was over only the walls remained. FLM. the Vice
King then proceeded to the work of the reconstruction.
The new roof of the Mondapa was square without the
original peak.** Why is the Mondapa’s roof of Phradhatu

improved in two aspects as seen at the present time? It is
understood that such reconstruction to a great extend
occured in the reign of King Rama IIL***

In the year of the Monkey, B.E. 2331, (A.D.1788) in
the reign of Phrabuddhayodfa, H.M. the King consulted
with his younger brother, H.M. the Vice King, to revise the
Tripitaka and agreed up on the point that Wa Nibbanaram
was suitable as a meating place for the Sangha to revise the
Tripitaka by reason of its favourable position between the
palaces of H.M. the King and T1.M. the Vice King, under

* R. Lingat, ‘History of Wat Mahadhat’, itis stated that, the Wat
burnt on 2nd April, 1802.

% See: The History of Ratanakosintara written by Jaophraya
Dibakarawongsa (Kham Bunnak), Klangwitaya Press, B.E. 2505,
at pp. 244-245.

w55 See » The Textbook of Ancient Architecture in the Reign of King
Rama I11.



whose equal patronage the work was to be carried out until it
was entirely completed. Even though the Wat did not stand
within the Grand Palace grounds, the name was changed
into Wat Phra Sri Sarbejiia for three main reasons, viz:
firstly, the name of Wat Nibbanaram was without prece-
dent; secondly, Wat Phra Sri Ratanasasadaram or Wat
Pra:keo in the Grand Palace was always called “ Wat Phra
Sri Sarbejiia™ by the people, because it stood near the
Grand Palace as it did in the Capital of Ayuddhya, but
H.M. the King Phrabuddhayodfa disliked it being so called,
because the royal ashes were neither kept at Wat Phra Sri
Ratanasisadaram nor at Wat Phra: kéo, but at Wat Phra
Sri Sarbejiia in Ayuddhya; thirdly, to fulfill the wishes of
H.M. the Vice King Borvorn Mahasurasimhanad. ~ Accor-
dingly Wat Nibbanaram was renamed “Wat Phra Sri
Sarbejifadaram ™ but generally called “Wat Phra Sri
Sarbejiia”. 1t is presumed that since then the Chief Image
in the temple, which is the largest one, has been called
“Phra Sri Sarbejiia” in accordance with the convention
concerning the image of Phra Sri Sarbejiia, which was placed
at Wat Phra Sri Sarbejiia, in the old Capital of Ayuddhya,
but there was a little difference, viz: the image at Ayuddhya
in the form of a standing figure and covered with gold.
The Wat kept its new name for 15-16 years. Later in the
year of the Pig, B.E. 2346 (A.D. 1803) after H.M. the
Vice King, Borvorn Mahasurasimhanad had passed away,
H.M. the King Phrabuddhayodfa changed the name of the
Wat to Wat Mahadhatu. Prince Damrong Raxanubhab
stated that Wat Mahadhitu or officially Wat Phra Sri
Ratanamahadhatu was so called because; firstly, it was
the tradition that a Wat so named should be the principal
temple in every Capital City; secondly, a mondapa was
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needed in which the holy remains of Lord Buddha could
be kept, i.e. in the chapel of the Phradhatu, that was
Phra Sri Ratanamahadhatu placed in the Wat; thirdly, the
residence of the Supreme Patriarch had to be situated there,
as was customary in the old capital of Ayuddhya. Accor-
dingly, the name ‘Mahadhaty’ was a justifiable one. Thus,
the King gave the name Mahadhatu” to the Wat.*

Later, HM. King Chulajomklao established, in R.S.
108, B.E. 2432 (A.D. 1889), two colleges for theological
studies, i.e. one at Wat Mahadhatu named ¢ Mahadhatu
College’ for the Sangha of Mahanikaya, and the other
called ‘the Royal Coliege of Mahamakuta’, for the Sangha
of Dhammayutikanikaya for the following reasons:

H.M. the King stated that since he came to the
Throne, he encouraged Buddhism and always brought
about its development. The Dhamma in Buddhism consists
of a reasonable course and mutual status: that is to say
where the teaching of the Dhamma is widely spread, its
practice will be progressive vice versa. The teaching of
Dhamma is the foundation of Buddhism. Buddhism is
able to withstand and develop because of the teachings of
Dhamma. To help such a teaching to be more progressive
depends on the encouragement of the students and the place
of learning must be easily accessible to them. Even though
H.M. the King had fully encouraged and supported every
Wat, it became apparent that that was not adequate since
the places set up were for elementary studies in Buddhism
only. Therefore the two colleges for advanced theological
studies were established. One for Dhammayutika Sangha
at Wat Borvornivesana called ‘the Royal College of

* The Histary of Wat Mahidhatu in the Reports of Sangha Vol. X,
at pp. 529-630. .
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Mahﬁmakuga’ in honour of his father, the King Chomklao;

the other for Mahanikaya Sangha at Wat Mahadhatu called
‘Mahadhatu College’. They were declared open on the
8th November R.S. 108.*

In the year of the Horse, B.E. 2437 (A.D. 1894), the
Crown Prince, Mahavajirunahisa,** passed away, H.M. the
King Chulalongkorn gave a sum of money which had
belonged personally to the Crown Prince, towards the
reconstruction of Wat Mahadhatu. When the reconstruc-
tion was completed, the King added the name ‘Yuvarajrang-
sariti’ to the name of Wat Mahadhatu. It was from then
on called *“ Wat Mahadhatu Yuvarajrangsariti ”, in honour

of the late Prince. The College also was renamed * Wat
Mahadhatu Yuvarajrangsariti College”.

The Chief Image in the Temple, Bét, at Wat
Mahadhatu, seated in the position of the Victor over the
Mara, is covered with black lacquer and then gilded. It is
5.16 metres wide, and 6.96 metres high. It was moulded
by the hands of Phraya Devarangsanka, his first name and
surname are un-known. He was the sculptor of H.M. the
Vice King. Professor Luang Boribalburibhand (Puan
Induwongsa) stated that in the reign of King Rama I (King
Phrabuddhayodfi ), the manufacturing of new Buddha
images was rare, because he preferred ancient images.

* see: the announcement of the royal decisions in the research
election for the Sangha-Senasana of the Royal College of the King
Rama V, in remembrance of the ceremony of laying of the stone
foundation of the Royal College of Chulalongkorn on Tuesday, 20
September, B.E. 2498, at pp. 2.-3.

** He was the first Crown Prince of the land. See: the proclamation
to celebrate the Royal Name of the said Crown Prince in the
Legal Book in the Reign of King Rama V., Vol. II, B.E. 2425, at
p. 663.
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in a di!:;"( ated state in the
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o ¢f the Sukhodaya and
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:, @ very important

Some of which were oft
northern towns. Tti
1.200 images resairan
Wats in lav‘mm
Ayuddhya periods, v
the Chief Imwe ai \m( J :
image pr(‘L;\,f‘(l ti or ~f Wingz Rama I, was deemed
to be a classic mole 1ef i kind, In addition, there are
eight images of the Lord Buddhas disciples moulded
lacqured in Dblack a knaezli 12 and surrounding
Phra Sri Sarbejiia «it the ciuht points of the compasses.

The Kinz Nangl ruct cfl Wat Mahadhitu
to such a great exicnt S (a3t wes Ylke o new Wat and the
Chief Image was al-o }‘fo.I!:-:,,I‘Liﬁ‘«’;. /\C:mdmg to H.R.H.
Prince Narisaranuv: 1tt?v . the Chif Image was recon-
structed by the hands of Phrav® _i:amnim}ma, his first name
and surname are un-Inown. 1ie was a famous sculptor in
the reign of the Iw*ﬂ ma UI, who established Wat
Sam-ngim, at Srapatim, (m]fd Wat Phrayd Jamni. H.R.H.
the Prince also ﬂdmrrd him as an expert on architecture.
His name was even refecd to h the Teat-Book on the
Construction of Buddhist Lizzages.

Wat Mahidhatu Yuvarijrangsariti in the time of
Somdej Phra me. ia (‘wt T’oavru) and Somdej Phra
Vanarata (Heng Khemachiri na Abbots of the Sangha
observed the traditi n f)ft : ‘w at by calling the Chief Image
‘Phra Sri Sarbejfia’ all #long. Yet, one of the divisions of
Wat was called Salak Division to keep the original name of
the Wat. One of the four divisions was named after the
Chief Image; the four divisions being the Tamnak Division;
the Phra Sri Sarbqna Division; the Phra Dhatu Division
and the Sahk Dlvm on. Inthe Famnal\ Division the area

\,

* See: I/ze Teatbech vi the Consiruciion of Bud i/zzst Ima(ns, on
paying Tribute to Teacheis.
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contained in the earlv Panglkok period as a rule the residence
of the Supreme Patria bi “m group No. 1 of Wat
Mahadhatu. Later. the 1510 eda bove, was
the group of the Al of the Tamnak
Division. The & o on the west side
belonged to this div viz; groups Nos, 4,5,10,11,12,
13,14,15,20,21. The Plira 511 Sarhejtia Division consisted
of the Sangha’s living quarters, which were opposite to the
Temple, where the Chict Imayge, Phra Sei sarbejiia was
placed. In the south of the Te sie, was group No. 2 as
the Chief group. The group ai d to the Chief group,
were the groups Nos, (.7,16, 1",? 3. The Phra Dhatu
Division consisting of the S ving quarters in the
east of the Wat, wore opnasi Temple of Phradhatu
and their group No. 3 was the Chic? group. The groups
attached to group No.3 w P $.9,18,19.24, and 25.
The Salak Division consistoc T quurtgrs of the
Sangha at the nerdweasteyn O ¢ the Wat was
founded before, then the Sai: . 1was the Chief
group, the groups TN, (_q;‘:szf -oup being
Nos. 2,3 and 4.

The &th and 15th dav of 1
moon were fixed for biil-ithus ar
Temple* jointly., Vie i heird Somdej Phra
Vanarata (Henq KhemaoTni) and the ather Abbots of this
Wat leading in prayirg ‘( ty to m(uxm in Pali the
history of Phra Sri Sar the Chid Tmage in the
Temple:

“Ya amha kho mayay bl cntay) saranay gata,

udissa pabba’nx vo no bhngava o 1;ti:z’, yasa ca mayar
bhagavato dl.axnm*; ToCe, L Lo } na blagavato

"“(1

¢ waxing and waning
novices 1o pray in the

wa Vanarata (Heng
ayed in the Temple

* Towards the end of the p
Khemacari ) as Albor, bl
every morning and evening.

> of So:mk*j Pl

hus and cov
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lokekuttamasatthubhtassa sabbadukkhipasamaparinibba-
naya dhammazy) desayato, ayai dhammavinayo yavajjatanapi
yathakathanci aniyati pavattiyati, tadise dhamme pasada-
pacaraya, tena bhagavata pacchimajanatdnukampay paticca,
attano accayena'thﬁpapati.tghépanar‘] anumatar), tarykho pana
bhagavato annumatin upadaya, ayay patima Mahasurasim-
hanadena Pavararajena tary bhagavantan udissa kata
patitthapita, yava deva dassanena tary bhagavantar anussa-
ritava pasadasanvegapatilabhaya ceva, tappuccaya samma-
patipattiparipranatthaya ca mayaficamha imay thanary
sampattd, ime sakkdre imasamiz) sithdsane &ropetva, tassa
bhagavato suciraparinibbutassdpi sato, sakkarar karitva
abhivadanar karimha, handadani mayay tap bhagavantar
vacaya abhithutur, pubbabhaganamakaray) karoma se™

The translation

Which one of the Bhagava, we attached to; given up
worldly lives; pubbajitaby devoting our own lives to; have
had him as our great teacher; and we believed hisDhamma
too. The Stated Bhagava was the great teacher uncompa-
rable in the wide world. He tought Dhamma* for the true
peace and for the entire cessation of all causes of misery,
dukkha. A considerable number of people brought his
Dhamma and Vinaya** as he tought to reveal until now,

* Buddhadatta gives a fourfold meaning of the word dhamma
(1) gune (saddo), applied to good couduct ; (2) dessanayan, to
preaching & moral instruction; 3) prariyattiyar}, to the 9 fold
collection of the Buddhist Scriptures; (4) nisatte, to cosmic law.
see T.W. Rhy Davids, The Pali Text Society's Fali-English
Dictionary, 1952, part LV, at p. 171.

** One of the meanings of this word given ibid, part VII at p. 81
the Code of ethics, monastic discipline, rule, rules of morality or of
canon law.
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that was for people to make the reconciliation or gratification
in the said Dhamma and Vinaya. The stated Bhagava
consisted of the full merit to all peoples, who will be born
in future, therefore he permitted that after his death
the tathdgata’s statue may be built. By this permission,
H.M. Mahasurasimhanad, the Vice King, built the Chief
Image indicating to the said Bhagava and also to remind
one of seeing this statue, then the gratification and the
religious emotion will occur, after that the said one will
behave entirely well.

All of us have gathered here to worship and are
kneeling near the seat of the Bhagava, who has been
compared with the King of Lions, we shall worship him and
pay homage to him, even though he attained the nirvana,
or passed away, long long ago. Now let us begin to pay
respect and pray to him.

In addition, Phra Sri Sarbejiia in the Image seated in
the position of the Victor over the Mari black-lacquered
and gilded, chief in the temple of Wat Mahadhatu
Yuvarajrangsariti, moulded by the hands of a famous artist
in the Buddhist art in the period of the Ratanakosintara.
The Image mentioned has regularly been well looked after
by all Abbots of Wat Mahadhatu through the ages, that is
the Abbot had the Image lacquered in black and gilded in
order to make it look nice, pretty and grand, bringing about
the Satthapasada to all Buddhists concerned at all times.
You are invited to see and pay your homage to it every day.

However, if any Buddhist has no chance of going
to pay homage to the Chief Image at the Temple, he may
be able to obtain small medals containing the images of
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Phra Sri Sarbejiia. These are modelled by Wat Mahadhatu
Alumni Association after the Chief Image. The medal
was designed by Nai Sanit Disatabandhu, a first grade artist
of the Fine Arts Department, and made by Nai Umnaj
Pacng-Sery, a second grade artist of that department, and
finally all medals are made by the mint of the Ministry of
Finance.

Note: The above history was composed in Thai by Nai
Prabathana Trinarong, a Wat Mahadhatu
scholar of divinity (the 6th grade) and revised
by Nai Dhanit Yipho, a Wat Mahadhatu scholar
of divinity (the 9th grade) and translated to
English by Nai Sanoh Ekabhot, a Wat Mahddhatu
scholar of divinity (the 7th grade).
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