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Ceremony of DPresentation o} Bodhi Saplings from Buddhagaya

to gee C\_Dote Saraoin
NMinister jor National Development and Cconomic Aairs
for the people o} Dhonburi, Surindr, “Nong K hai
and Songkhla Provinces

\ under the auspices o} the

Chai-Bharat Cultural L odge
Bangkok, T hailand
on Friday the 20th September, 1968 at 5.00 pom.
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MESSAGE
BY
HIS EXCELLENCY FIELD MARSHAL THANOM KITTIKACHORN
PRIME MINISTER OF THAILAND
On the occasion of presentation of
saplings of Bodhi tree from Bodha Gaya, India
At Thai-Bharat Cultural Lodge
20th September, 1968.

{ am delighted to know that Thai-Bharat Cultural Lodge, which is
the central institute for promoting the cultures between India and Thailand, will
perform a ceremony of presenting 5 saplings of Phrasrimahabodhi tree, obtained
from Bodha Gayd, India, the place where The Lord Buddha had attained the
Enlightenment, to the various representatives of the chief abbots of different
provinces, and also to the representative of His Majesty the King on the 20th

September of this year.

The ceremony of presenting the saplings of Phrasrimahabodhi tree
would be a symbol indicating that a goodwill and understanding between India
ond Thailand have from the ancient time up to the present day been cooperating

unswervingly fo promote an everlasting growth of Buddhism.

On this occasion, | should like to express my sincere thanks to
the Lodge for initiating the ceremony, which may be considered as a kind of

great merits fo all Buddhists in Thailand.

Field Marshal ’r ] :"'

(Thanom Kittikachorn)
Prime Minister



The planting of saplings from
the Bodhi Tree of Bodh Gaya in various
parts of the world is a re-enactment
of the spread of the great Buddha's
teachings centuries ago.

I am glad to learn that saplings
of the sacred tree are being presented
to Thailand. My %reetings to the people
and authorities of Thailand on the
auspicious occasion.

Ao 7&4 L
)

(Indira Gandh

New Delhi,
August 26,1968,
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Message
by
H.E. Pote Sarasin, Minister of National Development
at
the Presentation of the Sacred Bhra Shri Maha Bodhi Saplings
by
The Thai-Bharat Cultural Lodge
September 20, 1968

This special occasion, the presentation of four sacred
Bhra Shri Maha Bodhi Saplings from Buddha Gaya, India,
where the Lord Buddha attained enlightenment, to provin-
cial representatives in Thailand for worship and with the
fifth Sapling for presentation to His Majesty the King as
an expression for His Majesty’s graciousness, should be
regarded as good omen for Thailand and India, for the
occasion provides an opportunity to bind closer both spiritual

and cultural relations.

Bhra Shri Maha Bodhi is highly revered in Buddhism.
For it was under this very sacred tree over 2500 years ago
that the Lord Buddha attained enlightenment. Buddhists
in Thailand and other countries had since marked Visaka
Puja as a special day for worship and celebration. Although
it was recorded in the history of Thailand that Buddhism



was practiced in this country as early as the Sukhothai

period, Thailand did not acquire saplings from Bhra Shri

-Maha Bodhi until later during the reign of King Songtham

of Ayudhya. Ever since, Bhra Shri Maha Bodhi had always
retained highest emminence in Buddhism and in Thailand
Bodhi trees arc regarded as an integral part of the Buddhist
temples throughout the Kingdom.

The ‘effort by the Thai—Bharat Cultural Lodge in
bringing over the sacred Bhra Shri Maha Bodhi is most
timely and appropriate. It will serve to remind the Thai
people how Buddhism flourished and spread to Thailand
and bringing with it for the first time the pure culture
which had invariably remained part of the Thai culture

until the present day.

The determination by the Thai-Bharat Cultural Lodge
to promote the existing culture between Thailand and India
should greatly advance the friendly relations between the
peoples and the two countries. While one country is a
Sirthplace of Buddhism, the other is the land of Buddhism.
In expressing my sincere belief in the Lodge’s activities,
I would like to convey my very best wishes for every

success in the years to come.




EMBASSY OF INDIA
BANGKOK.

September 10, 1963

I am very happy to learn that the Thai-Bharat
Cultural Lodge has brought from Bodh Gaya five saplings
of the Bodhi Tree for presentation to Thailand. These
saplings are sacred symbols of the immortal teachings of
the Buddha. Coming as they do from India, they also
symbolise the historic friendship and spiritual kinship bet-
ween our two countries. To-day when, as Mahatma Gandhi
once put it, ‘the eyes of the world are blood -shot with
violence’, and the hopes and aspirations of mankind are
struggling to overcome the forces of destruction, and the
doubts, dilemmas and anxieties in the minds of men, the
message of peace, compassion and the middle way preached
by the Buddha is even more relevant than at any other
period in history. May I wish that these sacred saplings
of the Bodhi Tree bring ever—increasing good fortune,
happiness and success to the friendly and charming people

of Thailand.

( K.R. NARAYANAN)

Ambassador of India.
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To-day we are gathered here in this solemn ceremony
to make a presentation of five saplings of the Bodhi Tree
to the people of Thailand, This small token, I hope, will
add another link to the friendship between India and
Thailand.

As you all know, it was under the Bodhi Tree in
Bohd Gaya that Prince Siddhartha attained enlightenment
and became the Buddha. The Bodhi Tree is, therefore,
sacred not only to the Buddhists but to all those who value
the priceless teahings of the Buddha. On this auspicious
occasion, the Thai—Bharat Cultural Lodge has the honcur
to present these saplings of the Bodhi Tree to our Hon'ble
guest, His Excellency Mr. Pote Sarasin, Minister for National
Development and Economic Affairs in the Royal Thai
Government. Some time ago the Thai-Bharat Cultural Lodge
had presented six saplings of the Bodhi Tree to this country.
It is my hope that this presentation to—day would be
considered as a symbol of the friendly and brotherly rela-
tions existing between India and Thailand. These relations
are not new but centuries old and go back to very begin-
nings of the history of the two countries. Even before
Buddhism came to Thailand, the Brahmins came to Thailand
bringing with them not only their religion but rituals and

ceremonies, which were absorbed and assimilated into the



beliefs and customs of the people in Thailand. However,
the most abiding bonds between India and Thailand were
established by the spread of Buddhism and the great
teachings of the Buddha.

In modern times, the visit of Poet Rabindranath
Tagore in 1927 marked a new stage in the development of
cultural relations between India and Thailand. During
Dr. Tagore’s visit, it was suggested to him that a scholar
be sent from India to Thailand who could study the Thai
language and culture and thus help to revive the cultural
relations between India and Thailand. As a result, under
the instructions of Gurudev Tagore, the late Swami Satyanand
Puri, a scholar in Sanskrit, Pali and English, arrived in
Thailand, studied the Thai language and founded the Thai-
Bharat Cultural Lodge. Since then, this institution has been
fuctioning in accordance with the principles laid down by
Swami Satyanand Puri under the able leadership of such
distinguished scholars and statesmen like H.H. Prince Dhani
Nivat Krommun Bidyalabh, H.R.H. Prince Wan Waithayakorn
Krommun Naradhip Bongsprabandh and Phya Anuman
Rajathon. Under the auspices of the Thai—Bharat Cultural
Lodge, it has been possible for the peoples of Thailand and
India to exchange ideas in order to be able to understand

each other,



In the field of medicine, as in that of culture and
religion, there have been common links between India and
Thailand. It is not widely known that the founder of the
Indian system of medicine “Ayurveda”, Sage Jivaka Kumara
Bhatt, is also considered in Thailand by Thai traditional
physicians as their first Acharya. Recently, in order to
revive this ancient connection between India ahd Thailand,
the Thai-Bharat Cultural Lodge invited last year Ayurveda
Acharya Narayan Shastri of the Government Ayurvedic
College in Lucknow and head of the Ayurvedic Department
of the Ramakrishna Hospital, Lucknow, to visit Thailand,
to study the Thai system of medicine and to exghange ideas
with Thai doctors. Shri Narayan Shastri h‘as -come to
Thailand again this year and he is doing reseajrch» in colla-
boration with the practitioners of the old Ayurvedic system

of medicine in Thailand,

One particularly great characteristic of the Thai
nation which we in India admire is the respect and tolerance
which its people and Government extend to all religions.
India has also a similar tradition. May I pray to God for
the continued growth of good relations between our two
countries.

On behalf of the Lodge, I should like to thank all

those Who have helped to make this function a success,



especially to Phra Deb Visuddhi Moli and Bhikkhu Sasana
Rasmi, through whose endeavours, these sacred Bodhi saplings
have been brought from Bodh Gaya. I am also grateful to \
Mr. Sae Sayasevi who has looked after and tended these
saplings after their arrival in Thailand. On behalf of the
Thai-Bharat Cultural Lodge, I should like also to thank
most cordially His Excellency Mr. Pote Sarasin for finding
time to preside over this ceremony and lend grace to the
proceedings. I should also like to thank the Ambassador

of India for being present on this occasion.

Pandit Raghunath Sharma
Director

Thai-Bharat Cultural I;odgc
Bangkok, Thailand.
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THE IMPORTANCE OF BO-TREE

Since long past Bodhi Tree the symbol of Buddha’s
triumph, has a great importance for Buddhists for its long
history of existence and as an object of deep veneration.
All the Buddhas attain Buddhahood under a certain tree.
According to the Pali Canon 24 predecessors of Gautama
Buddha attained Enlightenment under different trees. As
each Buddha attains Buddhahood under a tree, it becomes
a sacred object from that time and is called Bodhirukkha
or simply Bodhi. Thus, Kondanna attained Buddhahood
under Asvattha or Ficus Relgiosa tree, Buddha Dipankara
attained Enlightenment under Sirisa, Mangala, Sumana,
Revata and Sobbita, under Naga Tree, Anomadassi under
Ajjuna tree, Paduma and Narada under Mahasona tree,
Padumuttara uander Sala, Sumedha under Nimba, Sujata
under bamboo, Piyadassi under Kakudha, Atthadassi under
Champaka, Dhammadassi under the tree of Bimbajala,
Siddhattha under the tree of Kanikara, Tissa under Asana
tree. For Phussa Buddha it was the Amanda tree, for
Vipassi it was a -tree of Patali, for Sikhi a Pundarika, for
Vessabhu a tree of Sala, for Kakusandha a Sisira, for

Konagamana an Udumbara and for Kassapa a Banyan tree.

Four Buddhas were born during this Kalpa Kaku.
sandha, Konagamana, Kassapa and Gautama Buddha. The



Ceylon Chronicles tell us that the branches of the Bodhi
Trees of these Buddhas were taken to Ceylon and planted
by the nuns Rucananda, Kanakadutta and Sudhamma
respectively.

The Original tree under which Prince Siddhartha
attained Buddhahood sprang up simultaneously with his birth
and stood there for centuries for the devotees to worship.

It is said that under this tree Prince Siddhartha
was seated for seven days on the point of breaking past
all forms and realms whatsoever into the timeless infinite
of the Void, and there Mara sought to tempt him from his
world—transcending task. On the night of the seventh day
while the Bo.-Tree beneath which He sat rained down red
blossoms, the Prince acquired in the first watch the knowledge
of his previous existence, in the middle watch the devine
eye, and in the last He found out that ignorance is the
root cause of all evil, and only by the cessation of this
ignorance one can be emancipated from Samsara. Under
this very Bo-Tree He traced the word of miseries upwards
in a purely scientific spirit, to twelve links, called the
twelve Nidanas. This the Buddha called by the name of
‘““Paticca Samuppada.” Hence the importance of the Bo-Tree.

Asoka visited the Bo-Tree at Buddhagaya. He built
a shrine, probably similar to the one which now exists at
the place, and lavished alms upon the crowds of mendicants—a
hundred thousand gold pieces. Fa-Hien's account of the

visit of the Emperor Asoka is very interesting. He says,
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in his travels that ‘‘the Emperor Asoka used to visit the
Bodhi tree habitually to repent himself on his sins ‘“‘to
chastise himself and subject himself to the eight purifications.
The king's wife asked whether the king daily repaired to
the Promenade. (?) The Grandees replied that he always
went to the tree Peito. The queen awaited the time when
the king was not there, and sent peopie to cut and throw
down the tree. When the king returned and beheld this he
was so troubled and afflicted that he fell to the earth. The
nobles bathed his face with water, and after a long time
he returned to his senses. He caused a brick wall to be
built round the roots of the tree and then to be watered
with a hundred pitchers of cows’ milk. He cast himself
upon the ground, and made oath never to rise again unless
the tree were reproduced. Scarcely had he made this oath,
then the tree began to sprout again from its roots, and
from that time to the present—it has become at least ten
chang highl”

Asoka’s most important mission was the one that
carried Buddhist teachings to the Island of Ceylon. The
proselytizing party was headed by Mahendra, the king’'s son,
who was followed presently by the princess-nun Sanghamitta,
the kings’s daughter, who bore with her a branch of the
Sacred Bo-Tree. The tree being planted, grew and is

growing to this day in Anuradhapura, where it is in excellent

1 Quoted by Devapriya Valisinha in his Buddhist Shrines in India.
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preservation even today after 2,000 years of continued
existence, nourished by the pious Buddhists of the Island.
It is thus the oldest historical tree in the world.

Alexander Cunnigham give an account of another
sapling of Bo-Tree in his Ancient Geography of India,
which was planted in Peshawar most probably 500 years
later than that of Anuradhapura. He says that “another
famous site at Parashawar was the holy Pipal tree, at 8 to
9 i, or 1 1/2 miles to the south—east of the city. The tree
was about 100 feet high, with wide spreading branches,
which according to the tradition, had formerly given shade
to Sakya Buddha, when he predicted the future appearance
of the great king Kanishka. The tree is not noticed by
Fa-Hian, but it is mentioned by Sun-Yung as the Pho-thi,
or Bodhi tree, whose, branches spread out on all sides, and
whose foliage shuts out the sight of the sky.

Sung-Yun further states that the tree was planted
by Kanishka, over the spot where he had burried a copper
vase containing the pearl tissue lattice of the great stupa,
which he was afraid might be abstracted from the tope
after his death. This same tree would .appear to have
been seen by the Emperor Baber in A.D. 1505, who des-
cribes it as the ‘‘Stupendous Tree’ of Begram, which he
‘““immediately rode out to see.” It must then, Cunnigham
says ‘“have been not less than 1500 years old, as it was

not mentioned in A.D. 1594 by Abul Fazl, in his account
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of Gorkatri at Peshawar. Cunnigham concludes that “It had
previously disappeared through simple old age and decay.”

The people who have visited Savatthi, will remem-
ber the Bodhi Tree just in front of the ruins of the famous
Jetavana monastery, where Buddha spent most of his rainy
seasons—nineteen, and the major part of his life. This was
also the place where the most important events took place
in the life time of Buddha himself. The Bodhi Tree which
stands in front of the ruins of this famous monastery was

named Ananda Bodhi after the name of venerable Ananda,

who was one of the celebrated disciples and attendants
of the Buddha. Devapriya Valisinha, the General—Secretary
of Mahabodhi Society of India, quotes the following story
about the plantation of this Bodhi Tree from a Sinhalese
classic called Pujavaliya.

In spite of the many amenities available at the
Jetavana monastery Lord Buddha spent there only three
months in the year viz. during the rainy season, and during
the other nine months, he was away on tour carrying the
message of hope he had discovered to each and every
hamlet of the vast country. His followers in Savatthi
desired his permanent residence in the city but this being
impossible they begged him for some token so that they
may at least venerate it during his absence. To satisfy the
craving of the people, Ananda obtained the Lord’s permission
to plant a sapling of Buddhagaya Bodhi tree. Mahamoggal-

lana who was famous for his supernatural powers volun-
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teered to bring the sapling which he did by going through
the air. After the sapling was brought, it was the wish of
every one that King Pasenadi should plant it, but he declined
the honour saying that the tenure of Kings was uncertain
and that it were better for a great merchant to do it so
that he and his successors may take care of it for all time
to come. Thereupon Anathapindika was selected for the
honour and, with great ceremonies, he planted it in front
of the monastery, he himself had built. Lord Buddha
blessed and sanctified it by passing one whole night under
it in meditation. From that time, it took the place of the
Teacher during his absence for the devotees to make their
offerings.

The foregoing canonical and historical account of
the Bodhi-Tree goes to show how and with what zeal and
veneration the devotees of the Compassionate One, since his
life—time till down to our own age, preserved this most
ancient cultural symbol—The Bodhi Tree.

It is a well known historical fact that Thailand
derived her religion, her culture, script and to a certain
extent the language directly from India. All other relations
between the countries may under go change in thé vortex
of time, but the cultural bonds between then continue for
generations and generations.

In the past it was venerables Sona and Uttara-the
Mission of Asoka which brought India’s message of love and

goodwill to Thailand-the beautiful country beyond the sea.
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The then established deep and abiding relations are even
witnessed today in the culture and civilization of these two
countries. Although during the Middle Ages these old
contacts were loosened, but fortunately they were never
lost and will never be lost. In our modern age, with the
sole aim of restoring these old relations, the Thai Bharat
Cultural Lodge was founded. It is needless to mention
the love and affection with which the Thai people received
and welcomed the Late Swami Satyanand Puri-the Cultural

Ambassador-the Founder of this Lodge.

It is a matter of extreme pleasure that this Lodge
on this auspicious occasion is presenting the most venerated
object-a sapling of Bodhi Tree which directly comes from

its birth place-Buddhagaya.

The Lodge in the future too will always exert its
best in extending cultural relations between the two countries.
Its sole objective is to increase cultural understanding,
cooperation, spiritual relations and solidarity of our

traditional friendship.

Thai Bharat Cultural Lodge.
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