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H.M. The King Chulalongkorn (Rama V)

and

H.R.H. The Royal Crown Prince Mahivajirunahisa
The late Royal Patrons of Wat Mahadhatu
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Somdej Phra Vanarat (Dit Udayo)
The Lord Abbot of Wat Mahadhatu A.D. 1881 — 1923
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Somdej Phra Vanarat (Jai Punnadatto)
The Lord Abbot of Wat Benchamabopitra A.D. 1900 - 1928
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Ven. Phra Pimaladharma (Joy Thanadatto)
The Lord Abbot of Wat Mahadhatu A.D. 1943 - 1948
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WHAT IS THE WAT MAHADHATU
ALUMNI ASSOCIATION ?

LT S

Sources for the Renovation and Reconstruction of
Wat Mahadhatu

Wat Mahadhatu Yuvaraja Rangsariti has been a royal
monastery, of Rajavaramahavihara class, located in Bangkok.
It is an ancient monastery built in the Ayudhya period,
called Wat Salak., Later on the Second King of the First
Reign (Somdej Phra Bovora-raja Chao Mahasurasiyjhanad)
younger brother of King Phra Buddhayodfa Chulaloke
(Rama I) had it renovated in 1783, when Bangkok was
newly established as the capital city of the Thai kingdom.

The story concerning the firm intention of the Second
King of the First Reign to reconstruct Wat Mahadhatu was
recorded as follows: By the time the capital city of
Ayudhya was nearly lost to the Burmese in 1767, King
Tiksin of Dhonburi (Phraya Vajira-prikarn) had formed
a troop of Thai patriots to fight against the enemy
and led his troop to the eastern provinces where he
gathered more of the Thai patriots, getting ready to fight
and drive the enemy out of the Thai territory. During
the . time after King Taksin of Dhonburi had fled
with his men, the capital city of Ayudhya was being
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surrounded by the Burmese troops and was about to be
taken over. Another Thai, the Second King of the First
Reign or Nai Sud-chinda, together with three friends had
gathered some food with a small gong, then fled with a boat
out of the city, intending to meet his elder brother (King
Phra Buddhayodfa Chulaloke) at the town of Rajburi.
But during that time, the central parts of the Thai kingdom,
especially those provinces along the Chao Phraya river from
the north of the city of Ayudhya down to the town of
Dhonburi towards the river mouth in the Thai gulf, had
been occupied by the enemy. Especially at some strategic
spots along the Chao Phraya river in Dhonburi,( the present
location of Bangkok and Dhonburi) there were enemy
troops very strictly on guard. Unfortunately, during that
time, the only means of communication was by rivers and

canals.

Nai Sud-chinda and his three friends had to row their
boat at night time in order to avoid being confronted by
the enemy. Upon their arrival at the district of Bang-sai-see-
kook, they saw the Burmese camps on both sides of the
river. Those guarding the big camp at Bang-sai then
beat the gong to greet those in the boat. Nai Sud-chinda
beat his gong in response to them. This made the enemy
understand that this Thai boat was really the inspecting
boat of the Burmese. They thus did not bother to follow or
arrest them. The four companions then hurried to row
their boat along the wide river until they arrived at the
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district of Sam-koke and the town of Nondaburi. On their
way, they came across the enemy camps on the river banks
at several districts. But, as usual, they beat the gong in
response to the enemy’s at every place. There was also a
boat lantern, similar to that of the Burmese inspecting
boats. They talked softly with the Burmese tone of talking.
Upon their arrival at the district of Bang-bua-thong in Om-
klet, it was early morning. They then went to sleep in a
hidden place and got up at twilight and rowed the boat down
the river to the town of Dhonburi. There was a full moon
that night. They looked towards Wat Chaeng (The Temple
of Dawn) seeing the lantern light on the Vichai-prasiddhi
fortress on the west bank of the river mouth at Bangkok
-yai canal, south of Wat Chaeng. They suddenly realized
that it was another strategic spot where the enemy had
set up camps. That passing way was the only means to the
town of Rajburi.  They realized that that canal was too
narrow, thus impossible for them to pretend to act as they
did before.  They at last decided to stop their boat on the
eastern bank in front of Wat Mahadhatu, originally called
Wat Salak.

In the meantime, there appeared several war ships
of the enemy coming from the opposite direction. They
seemed headed for the city of Ayudhya.  Ubpon realizing
that they were really the Burmese and that it was impos-
sible to hide themselves anywhere about that area, the four
companions thus decided to turn the boat upside down in
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the river and hid themselves beneath it. When all the
enemy’s warships passed by, they came up from under
water and turned the boat up again, finding that all their
provisions and clothes were lost in the water. Surprisingly,
however, the small gong was left in the boat. T hey thus
waited in front of Wat Salak until the moon set. It was
about midnight. The river tide was flowing into the
Bangkok-yai canal.  They rowed their boat across the
river towards the west bank in front of Wat Chaeng and
then turned the boat upside down once more, covered their
heads with canal weeds, and all four let themselves flow
along with the water tide into the Bangkok-yai canal.
After having passed by the front of the enemy camps to
as far as the front of Wat Sankha-krachai, they turned the
boat up again and rowed it along, passing by the mouth of
the Mahichai canal, the district of Ban Ta-chin, the district
of Ban Bor-na-klua, the district of Sunak-horn, along the
mouth of Mae Klong canal until they arrived at the town
of Rajburi.

From the time the four Thai patriots left the city of
Ayudhya until they arrived at the town of Rajburi, they
had not eaten any food because all their provisions were lost
in the river in front of Wat Salak as mentioned above.

They left the town of Rajburi with the intention to
reach the district of Ampawa, but they missed seeing Nai
Sud-chinda’s elder brother. After some inquiries they
obtained the news from a Buddhist monk that King Phra
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Buddhayodfa Chulaloke with his family had escaped the
Burmese and had hid themselves in the forest. They tried
to trace them and found them. After having consulted with
them, they obtained a large boat with provisions from the
elder brother (King Phra Buddhayodfa Chulaloke). They
then travelled along passing through the river mouth to the
town of Bejburi with the intention of taking the mother
of King Taksin of Dhonburi under their care. After that
they went further, crossing the gulf to the town of
Cholburi where they stayed with a close friend* for some
time. Upon learning that the city of Ayudhya was taken
over by the enemy, they took a journey on elephant back to
visit King Taksin of Dhonburi at the town of Chanda-
buri, taking along with them King Taksin of Dhonburi’s
mother.** They all had volunteered to fight against the
enemy and succeeded in doing so until no enemy was left
in the country. The country was thus restored. Nai Sud-
Chinda was then promoted in ranks having the title of Chao
Phraya Surasiha-Pisanavadhiraj, the regent of the city of
Pissar}uloke, acting as Commander-in-Chief of the northern
part of the kingdom. His power was so great that the
Burmese called him Phraya Sua.***

* This friend was called ““Ruang”. Later on in the First Reign, he
was appointed Krom Khun Sunthorn Bhubesr.

** From ‘‘ Abhinihara Barpapurusha’, published in B.E. 2473 by
order of H.R.H. Prince Krom Phra Nagara-swaraga Varapinit,
and from “the Royal Chronicle”, the Royal Edition.

*** The Royal Chronicle of Bangkok, First Reign, published in B.E.
2478, pp. 266—267.



Later on when King Phra Buddhayodfa Chulaloke,
the elder brother, had been established as the first king of
the Chakri Dynasty in 1782, he appointed Chao Phraya
Surasiha, his younger brother, the Second King, Mahasura-
siphanad, who built the palace of the Second King (the
present compound of Dharmasastra University, the Bangkok
National Museum, the National Theatre, the Dramatic Art
School and the School of Arts and Crafts, and the northern
area of Phra Meru Ground etc.). The Second King of the
First Reign also had Wat Salak reconstructed as a royal
monastery.

The main reason that the Second King renovated
and reconstructed Wat Salak, besides for the reason that
he had taken the land in the north area of the monastery
(might be the present area of Phra Chand Street and the
southern area of University), might be because there
wassomething important that he resolved when he together
with his three friends was in the course of escaping the
enemy in a boat, and had to turn the boat upside down to hide
themselves under it in front of Wat Salak, by that time the
western boundary of which was close to the Chao Phraya
river. And it might be possible that while he was in a
situation of most serious danger, he gave an oath
expressing his strong wish which might be as follows: “If
I could travel through safely without being caught by the
enemy, and if I could restore the independence of the
country, I will reconstruct this monastery and make it a
very glorious one which would eternally signify Buddhist
religion”.

When he had finished the reconstruction work of Wat
Salak according to his resolution along with some other
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reasons (for example, to make this monastery the place to
preserve the cremated remains of his royal father), he thus
renamed this monastery Wat Nibbanarim. This name
was later changed to Wat Phra Sri Sarbejfiadaram. After
this monastery was used as the meeting place for the
revision work of Tripitaka in 1788, its name was again
changed to be *“ Wat Mahadhatu” in 1803. The story in
detail can be found in the History of Phra Sri Sarbejtia
Buddha Image*.

The Establishment of Mahadhatu Vidyalaya

Wat Mahadhatu has been the residence of as many as
four Prince Patriarchs. They are: (1) Prince Patriarch
(Sook) who died in 1816. (2) Prince Patriarch (Mj)
who died in 1819. (3) Prince Patriarch (Sukh
Nénasagvara, popularly known as Prince Patriarch Kai
Thoan) who died in 1822, (4) Prince Patriarch
(Don)** who died in 1842. The residence of those Prince
Patriarchs can be seen in the first residential area of the
monks. During the time when this monastery was named
Wat Phra Sri Sarbejfia in the First Reign, it was used as the
meeting office of the monks who were working to revise
the Tripitaka which was undertaken for the first time in the

* Please see—The History of The Chief Image of Phra Sri Sarbejiia
published by Wat Mahadhatu Alumni Association, B.E. 2512.

** This Prince Patriarch was the Upajjhaya (the spiritual teacher) of
King Mongkut when he was ordained to be a Buddhist monk in
the Second Reign of Bangkok in A.D. 1824. Please read: * Phra
Vihara Bodhi Lanka ”,



Bangkok period in 1788 under the royal patronage of King
Phra Buddhayodfa Chulaloke and his Royal brother, the
Second King, Mahasurasighanad. When the revision work
was finished, the texts were inscribed on palm-leaves.
That edition of the Tripitaka was known as Chabap Thor
Tiib Edition (wholly gilt edition) or Chabap Thon-yai
Edition. This edition of the Tripitaka has been preserved
in the Montien-dharma Building in the premises of the
Temple of the Emerald Buddha.

Wat Mahadhatu, besides having been the residence
of the Prince Patriarchs, the meeting office for the first
revision work of the Buddhist Tripitaka in the Bangkok
period, has been established as an important learned institute
of Pali texts. Later on, in 1885 in the Fifth Reign of the
Bangkok period, King Chulalongkorn invited Phra
Devamoli (Dit Udayo) from Wat Arunraj-vararam (The
Temple of Dawn) to be the abbot of Wat Mahadhiatu, and
then had a Buddhist college established in 1889 for the
education of the Buddhist monks of the Mahanikdya sect,
named Mahadhatu Vidyalaya, in parallel to Mahamakut
Rajavidyalaya, another Buddhist college for the monks of
the Dharmayutika sect. Phra Devamoli was promoted to the
religious rank of Phra Dhramacedi in 1892, and tothe rank
of Phra Pimaladharma in 1895, and at last to the rank of
Somdej Phra Vanarat in 1900.

During the Fifth Reign, King Chulalongkorn had
established his eldest son, H.R.H. Chao Fa Mahavajiruna-
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hisa, to the position of the Royal Crown Prince in 1886,
and that was the first time that Thailand had a Royal
Crown Prince. But unfortunately, the Royal Crown
Prince did not succeed to the throne, as he died in 1894
when he was only seventeen years old. King Chulalongkorn
then donated the personal funds of the Royal Crown
Prince Mahavajirunahisa for the construction and renovation
of Wat Mahadhatu to add more glory to this monastery,
and then he lengthened the name of this monastery to Wat
Mahadhatu Yuvaraja Rangsariti, in memorial of his
deceased son. Later on in 1896, King Chulalongkorn
expressed his intention to develop Mahadhatu Vidyalaya,
as he had approved funds for the construction of a
permanent building located in front of Wat Mahadhatu.
He intended to donate it as a school building of Mahadhatu
College, for advanced studies in Buddhism and higher
education. He also intended to rename this college as
“Maha Chulalongkorn Rajavidyalaya™ for his own glory.

But it so happened that this permanent building was
not completed until after the Fifth Reign ended. The found-
ing of Maha Chulalongkorn Rajavidyalaya was not begun
even in the following reigns. This took place during the
time when Phra Pimaladharma (Joy Thanadatto) was
abbot of the Wat Mahadhatu. The Buddhist university of
the Mahanikaya sect in this monastery has been inexistence
since January 9,1947, inaccordance with the royal intention
of King Chulalongkorn. The education of the Buddhist
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monks at the university level thus started on the 18th of
July of that year, and has continued until now.,

It was evident that the education of the Buddhist
monks of the Mahanikaya sect had been much in progress
during the time when Somdej Phra Vanarat (Dit Udayo)
was the abbot of Wat Mahadhatu. Several Buddhist
monks of Wat Mahadhatu were known to have been invited
by King Chulalongkorn to take the position of abbot of
important royal monasteries of that time. For instance,
Phra Devamuni (Jai Punnadatto) together with thirty-two
other monks and novices of Wat Mahadhatu were invited by
King Chulalongkorn to live permanently in Wat Bencha-
mabopitra-Dusitavanaram (The Marble Temple), his new
monastery established in 1900, and Phra Devamuni himself
was appointed the first monastery abbot, and later on was
promoted in rank several times, becoming in 1923 Somde;j
Phra Vanarat. Hediedin 1928. Another monk, Phra
Devamedhi (Khem Dhammasaro) was invited by King
Chulalongkorn to take the rank of abbot of Wat Phra
Jetuphon—Vimolmangalaram ( Wat Bodhi) in 1909. He
also was promoted in rank several times, and at last became
Somdej Phra Buthacaraya, the monastery abbot until
his death in 1941,

Because of these reasons, all of the Buddhist monks
who had their education at Wat Mahadhatu, Wat
Benchama-bopitra-Dusitavaniram and Wat Phra Jetupon-
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Vimolmangalaram, including those which are branches, of
these three monasteries, have respect towards one another
and are related to each other because of their being
students of the same ancient and respected spiritual

teachers.

In later periods when Somdej Phra Vanarat (Dit
Udayo) became very old, he had delegated a distinguished
student of his, Somdej Phra Vanarat (Heng Khemacari)
whose religious rank, by that time was Phra Sri Visud-
dhivongse, with the authority to rule over the monastery
and to manage religious education in place of himself
since 1912. During this period, funds and donations
had been given to Wat Mahadhatu for the construction
of religious school buildings, for example, Oon-prastidhana-
vidya Building, Porn-vidya-prasudhana Building, Dharma
Mahadhtd Vidyalaya Building and Lek-saiya-chitra
Building. Wat Mahadhatu, therefore, has become a large
centre of Buddhist education, where all the monk students
come to take their final examination on Pali studies from
Grade III to Grade IX, from monk teachers in Pali studies
who come as examiners. Besides its having been the
Buddhist school of the monks, novices and boys living in
Wat Mahadhatu, this monastery has also been the school
for monks, novices and boys from various monasteries both
in Bangkok and Dhonburi. This was because, as everyone
can see, Somdej Phra Vanarat ( Heng Khemacari) was a
very industrious monk, not only in his paying close
attention to the good behaviour and discipline of the monks
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and novices under his supervision and their education in
the Pali studies through regulations issued by him, but also
in his working as a regular teacher of the Pali studies
from Grade III - IX.

It is obvious that several monks from other
monasteries were his students, some of the outstanding and
well-praised among them with high religious ranks are
Phra Upali Gunipamachiraya ( Thira Punnako) of Wat
Chakravardirajavas, Phra Dhrama-Panyabodi (Fuen Ju-
tindharo) of Wat Sam.phraya, Phra Dharma-Varodom
(Sub Ghosako) of Wat Sanvejvisyaram, Phra Dhrama
Visutthacharaya (Soong Dhanyabho) of Wat Pijaya
Yatikaram etc.  Somdej Phra Vanarat was the most
capable administrator in the development of the educa-
tion of the Buddhist monks and it has been well-known
that the Buddhist education in Wat Mahadhatu was
progressing most during the time when Somdej Phra
Vanarat (Heng Khemacari) was the monastery abbot
(1923-1943).

Somdej Phra Vanarat (Khemacari) had paid much
attention not only in the education of the monks but he was
also very interested in the renovation work of the
monastery as a whole. He requested the co-operation
of the monks and novices to assure the cleanliness and
attractiveness of the paths, the monks’ cells, the trees
and the grounds on the monastery premises. The Vihara,
the Ubosatha, the Bot of the Buddha relics as well as the
Buddha images around the cloisters were all very well
taken care of and they were very attractive and impressive
for anybody to view.

14



The Establishment of the Mahadhatu
Alumni Association

A long time has passed and Wat Mahadhitu has
produced a large number of old students who live both in
the monkhood and as laymen. Most of those, in spite of
getting no information of one another owing to deaths, are
numerous and can be found nearly everywhere in every
province all over the country. Those who remain in the
monkhood and have been very industriously performing
their religious obligations and making obvious progress in
accordance with their responsibilities have been promoted
in religious ranks, starting from common ranks to Somde;j
Phra Rajagana, from the positions of monastery abbot to
Chao Gana Tambol, Chao Gana Amphoe, Chao Gana Bhak
to the committee members of the Mahi-Thera Council,
and to positions as high as the members of Sangha Montri.
Everyone of these also has several students. As for those
who left the monkhood to live as laymen, they have
their occupations and make progress in life. They include
farmers, teachers, lecturers, businessmen, journalists, judges,
military officers, police officers and several of them who are
government officials have distinguished positions in official
circles. Still there have been those who are political officials,
members of Parliament, ministers of ministries as well as
a Chairman of Parliament.

It was because the old students of Wat Mahadhatu

were of different ages and lived in almost every province
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of the country in different occupations that they could
hardly communicate with one another even though they
really felt like doing so, as there was no centre to keep
in touch. This, consequently, caused them to lose contact

with one another.

Several of the outstanding old students who are
laymen of Wat Mahadhatu realized these facts. A small
group of them consisting of Phra Tip-prinya (Dhoop
Kalampasut), Luang Vichitr-vatakarn (Kim Lieng Vichitr-
Vatakarn ) started their work about 30 years ago in gather-
ing as many as possible of the old students of Wat Mahadhatu
and established an old student association under the support
of Somdej Phra Vanarat (Heng Khemacari) and Phra
Pimaladharma ( Joy Thanadatto).  This association was
legally registered in 1937, the rules and regulations of which
were formed by the group of old students of that time,
the main purpose being to support and raise the standard
of religious education of Wat Mahadhatu, to spread
knowledge and moral instruction, to promote community
spirit, to cooperate in charity for public welfare, and
to support and help one another in appropriate ways.
According to the association regulations of that time,
the annual meeting of the association members would be
on November 8 for the election of the new executive
committee for the next year. They selected this date
because it was the same day as the establishment of
Mahadhatu-Vidyalaya, November 8, 1889.
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The first annual meeting of the Mahadhatu Alumni

Association was held on November 8, 1937. The result
of the election of the Executive Committee was that
Phra Tip-prinya was elected Chairman of the Association
and Luang Vichitr-Vatakarn the Committee Secretary toge-
ther with 13 other members. After that the Committee of
Mahadhatu Alumni Association informed Somdej Phra
Vanarat of the result of the election and requested him
to give a speech to the members who joined the meeting.
After the speech of Somdej Phra Vanarat, the Mahadhatu
Alumni Association invited Luang Vichitr-Vatakarn to
give a special lecture on “The Training in Monastery”,
which was one of the main purposes of the Mahadhatu
Alumni Association. It was evident that the subject matter

of the lecture much interested them.

During the early period after establishment of
Mahadhatu Alumni Association, the Executive Committee
had tried to form a program of work, to make all the
regulations practicable, and with the kindness of the
monastery authority, the office of the Association could be
set up on the ground floor of the front facade of the Dharma
Mahadhatu Building. The office of the Mahadhatu
Alumni Association had tried to send information to those
old students of Wat Mahadhatu living in the provinces to
inform them about the establishment of the Association,
and invited them to give their home addresses and to apply
for a membership in the Association. More and more old
students applied for membership. However, there were
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some trouble and obstacles, as quite a number of old
students of Wat Mahadhatu lived very far away in the

provinces, making it impossible to collect everyone’s home
address.

The activities of the Mahadhatu Alumni Association
were well-carried on until 1938 when the Second World
War broke out which affected its work for a period of time.
But the Association tried to hold its annual meeting and
form the Executive Committee with its Chairman and
members to work continually until 1950-1951 when a
group of old students of Wat Mahadhatu, most of which
were already members of the Association met and
discussed reorganizing the work of the Association so
that it could maintain the old liveliness that it used to have
before the Second World War. Some of the regulations
of the Mahadhatu Alumni Association were therefore
revised officially. The five purposes of the Association
thus read as follows:

1) To maintain and support Wat Mahadhatu-
Yuvaraja Rangsariti.

2) To promote education and to spread knowledge

and moral.
3) To promote a spirit of unity.
4) To perform public charity.
5) To be interested in mutual welfare in appropriate

ways.
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The date of the annual meeting was also changed
from November 8 to the Visakha Picha Day of every
year. It was agreed that the procedure in the election of
members of the Executive Committee should be the
same as former practice, and revision was made in the
application to be an Association member to correspond to the
progress of the present state of Wat Mahadhatu as already
recognised in the Regulations of Mahadhatu Alumni
Association, 1968.

The present committee members of the Association
after having been elected in 1968 met and discussed very
closely with the monastery authority and have continuously
carried on the activities of the Association. The
activities started with the submitting of a request for
the former registration of the Association in accordance
with the newly revised one, and it was then made known to
all Mahadhatu Alumni Association members. In order to
carry on the work of the Association effectively and
progressingly, the Committee has set up four projects of
activities to correspond with the main purposes of the

Association which read as follows:

1. To construct an office building of the Association
in co-operation with the alumniof Wat Maha-
dhitu, both monks and laymen.

2. To issue a journal, Mahidhatu Vidya, as an
organ of the Association.
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3. To translate, compose, compile, revise and publish
th~ P- 1dhist texts and other literary works con-
cerning Buddbism.

s Ll . . . . .
4. Toec ~“'nicate with organisations and institu-
tions having similar purposes.

In order to carry on the work according to the above
mentioned projects of activities, the . ..suciation sent letters
to the old studentsof Wat Mahadhatu in February, 1969, and
has received some funds to assist in the work. The
Association also made 5,000 Buddha images of Phra
Sri-Sarbejfia in the form of medals for the first time, and
with the co-operation of the authority of Wat Mahadhatu,
the images all received the solemn Buddhist rites in the
Ubosatha of Wat Mahadhatu in April 11, 1969 and were
distributed for the first time to the public in the Songkran
Festival at Phra-meru Ground on April '? 13 and 14, 1969.

This Article was composed by Nai - - anit Yupho
and translated into English by Mrs. Chor i Swasdisong-
kram.
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