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THE VINAR PO-LANKI



THE VIHAR PO-LANKA

WAT MAHADHATU

BY
DHANIT YUPHO
TRANSLATED BY

H.H, PRINCE DHANINIVAT
KROMAMUN BIDYALAPH BRIDHYAKORN



THE VIHAR PO-LANKA

The vihir of the Lanki Po-tree is in the precincts of
the Wat Muhadhiitu, the Monastery of the Great Relic, in
its north-rast corner at the junction of Pracand and Na
Pradhiatu roads. It was built at the awstigation of King
Monkut due east of the Po tree on the site of the his
former residence whilst a monk there. It has an interes-
ting history coupled with that of the Po tree as is told
berewith.

In the opinion of His late Royal Highness Prince
Damrong the residence was built when the Prince of the
Palace to the Front of the first reign was ordained into
monkhood for a week from the full moon of the eight
month of the Buddhist era 2338, year of the rabbit. At that
time War Mahidhitu was known as Wat Pra Sri Sanpeja.
‘This temporary residence was probably on the site of the
I’o trce at the northeast corner of the monastery. When
Prince Mahiiseniinuraksa the second Prince of the Palace
to the front took boly orders in the year of the horse,
B.E. 2553 {or a week, he lived there too, though it is
uncertain where the actual residence was situated.  If one
takes into consideration the interval of 15 years between
the time when the first Prince of the Palace to the Front
lived in the original residence and that of the second
Prince, it would seem possible that the latter built a new
one for himsclf.



In the second reign King Rima II sent a mission of
Thai monks under the leadership of the Ven. Di and
the Ven. Tep with eight other monks to Ceylon in B.E. 2357
that mission returned four years later with a saplings of
the Po from Anuradhapura. One of them was planted by
royal order in Wat Mahadhatu, at that time the seat of the
Patriarch of the Kingdom, the second plant was sent to
Wat Srakes where Somdej Pra Vannarat {Aj) resided,
whilst the third was planted at Wat Sutas, then known as
the Wat of the Colossal Image of the Lord. The tree
planted at Wat Mahadbatu is understood to have been
where the original residence was. These Po trees were
older than the tree at Bodhgayd since that tree of
Bodhgava was cut down by Islamic invaders later. The
tree standing at Bodhgavi now was planted only in the
time when the DBritish had occupied India though it is
believed to have been a sapling of the genuing Po tree.

Prior to the time when the Po tree of Lankd was
planted at Wat Mahadhatu, Prince Moykut, son of His
Majesty Rama 1I, was ordained a novice at the Chapel
Royal of the Emerald Buddha on the 24th July B.E. 2360
at the age of 14 under the preceptorship of Suomdej Pra
Nﬁm-sngworn who later became the Patriarch of the
Kingdom. The Prince then took up residence at Wat
Mahadbatu where he was lodged in a house on the site of
the present-day Vihar (of the Po of Lapka). Ile remained
a novice for 7 months in this monastery. Towards
the end of the second reign, seven years later, when the
Prince became of age he was again ordained a bhikkhu in
the Chapel Royal of the Emerald Buddha under the
preceptorship of the Patriarch Dén on the 5th July B.E.
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9367, After serving the period of tutorial service at
Wat Mahidhatu for 3 days, he transferred to Wat Smoérai,
now called Wat Rajadhivas. He was in residence here
for only some 10 days when his father, King Rama II died
on Wednesday the 4th of the waning moon of the eighth
month of the year B.E. 2367, being year of the monkey.
The Prince’s clder brother succeded to the throne and was
known later as Pra Nayklao (Rama III).

Prince Moykut remained in boly order all through
this reign. During that period he was in residence at Wat
Smérai for a year, studying vipassana there as well as at
Wat Rajasiddhiram. He then decided to take up the
study of the academic side of Buddhism and transferred
back to Wat Mahadhata where he remained for some O
years from B.E. 2368 to 9372, [e attained a fluent
knowledge of the Dharma and the Pali language and sat
for the Ecclesiastical Examinations in the presence of the
King, his brother before a conclave of the senior dignitaries
of the Church in the Audience [Hall of Amarindra for
three days. On the first day he was cxamined in transla-
tions of Commentary of the Dhammapada, which the set
hook for the third, lowest, grade; on the next day he sat
for examination in the fourth grade, the text being the
Mangalatthadipani; and on the third day he again sat
for the next grade of the fifth, the text being the Sarattha-
sangaha. The Examining Board found his knowledge to
be brilliant in view of his passing through three grades in
three days. This was the first time a member of the
Royal Family sat {or the Ecclesiastical Examinations. King
Rima 111 was pleased with this evidence of scholarship
and presenied his brother with the honorific fan of
scholarship. Not long after he was raised to the rank of a
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rajagana with a fan indicating his special rank in the Holy
Order, entitling him to appoint three Church-dignitaries
as his staff. The number was later raised to 10; and the

Prince was appointed a member of the Board of Ecclesia-
stical Examinations,

Prince Moykut remained at Wat Mabadhatu till
2372 practising the monastic life and studying further.
He became convinced that monastic fife as it was then
practised was far from what had been handed down in the
Sacred books, In despair, one day as he remained in
solitude in the Chapel of Wat Mahadbiitu, he made a vow
to the effect that he had dedicated his life to the Buddha,
had left house and home in search of the truth without
any thought of personal gain of any kind; if there could be
found any true interpretation of the teaching of the Lord
Buddha may that become evident to him wiihin tiree or
at the most a week. Should there arise no evidence of
this interpretation he would conclude that man had lost
all touch with the true interpretaiion and he would give
up the monastic life to live merely as a good Buddhist in
laity, practising the ordinary five or eight sets of the
layman’s rule of conduct.  Within a few days however he
came to hear of an ahbot of Wat Boworamongol who had
been ordained in the Mén school of monasticism in the
land of the Mdn, who was a good scholar with the abbot’s
title of Pra Sumedbacarya. tle at cnce sought out the
abbot and after 4 meeting with himn he regained confidence
ard went back to live at Wat Sméra; where he could
renew constant contact with the Man abbot. The
transference of residence was not complete for he still his
connections with his former institution of Wat Mabadhatu.
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In B.E. 2379, however, the King promoted the Prince to be
Abbot of Wat Roworanives, where he remained till the
death of Lis brother Ruma 111, when the Council of
the Nation’s Elders agreed together to invite Prince
Morkut to disrobe and assume the throne as the fourth
King of the Nation.

King Monkut wrote a number of Pali works both in
prose and verse. They were grammatically correct and
cloquent. Tt is possible to value from them his fluent
knowledge of the Iali as well as of the Buddhist literature
in the Tipitaka as also the practice of the Buddhist
religion, testifying to the statement above that he had
greatly profited from his apprenticeship in the monasteries
of Smdrai and Rajasiddharim. [Ilis decp understanding
of the practice of monasticism is evidenced from his
verses in salutation to the Lord Buddha, known as the
eightfold Namo, four of which are quoted hereunder :

Niamo Arahato Sammi-  sammbuddhassa Mahesino;
Namo Uttamadhammassa svakkhitasseva tenidha;
Niamo Mahisayghassapi  visuddhasiladitthino;
Namo omatyaraddhassa  ratanatiyassa sadhukam;

which I venture to translate:

Salutation to the Arahat all-knowing
who sought great qualitics of goodness:

Salutation to the excellent dharma

so well enouced in this world by that all knowing
Arahat ;

Salutation to the great community
whose discipline and view so pure;



Salutation to the Triad of jewels
prefaced in each part by the alphabetical combina-

tion of Om (A UN)

These verses point to the fact that King Mogkut had
been training himself in vipassana, or meditation, probably
by the method of anApinasati-kammatthana, thus realising
the nature of the Jewelled Triad to perfection. From this
realisation he perfected the formula for use by mediators.
He also wrote explanations of the Tewelled Triad in the
verses named 7'iratanapunama and Ratanuttayapabhava-
bhiyacana both of which comment on the ] ewelled Triad.

I would like to quote from the first three stanzas of
the latter work, thus :—

Araham sammasambuddho  Uttamam dhamma-
majjhaga
Mahzsamgham pabodhesi iccetam ratanattayam
Buddho dhammo sapgho citi nanahontampi vatthuto
Afifiamafifiaviyogava ckibhitampanatthato
Buddho dhammassa bodhetd dhammo sanghena
dharito
Sargho ca savako Buddhassa iccékabaddhamevidam;

in translation —

The Arahat, all.knowing Buddha, who had discovered
the high dhamma and taught that high dhamma to the
brotherhood (of his followers) that is what is known as the
Jewelled Triad. The latter consists of (three) namely
the Buddha, the Dhamma and the Brotherhood. The three
differs only by name but in reality are identical and indivisi-
ble, for the Buddba was the discoverer of the Dhamma;
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the Dhamma has been handed down by the Brotherhood,
which was the body of the Buddha’s disciples. They are
thus inseparable.

Stanzas which follow are eulogies of the Jewelled
Triad; and benedictory.

The inscparable unity of the Buddha, the Dhamma
and the Brotherhood conforms with the theory and practice
of Buddhists to our days.

After ascending the throne King Moykut commanded
the erection of the Minor Vihir in Wat Mahadhatu on the
spot of his rooms while a monk to the cast of the Po tree
with a formal low wall and a pedestal to add veneration
to the Po tree. The site had entries in {ront and
at the back and has been known commonly as the
vihdar of the Lagka Po tree. Later on during the
headship over the monastery of Somidej Pra Vanarat ( Tid
Udayo) the site was somewhat loncly since the regular
monastic cells were far away. His late Royal Highness
Prince Damroiy sought permission of the Lord Abbot to
have Pragra Dharmavidhanicarya (S0n) to assume the
guardianship over the vihar as well as to look after the Po
tree and the National Library ground. The Ven. gentle-
man however died on the 25th August B.E. 2467. At
that time the vihar and the pedestal of the tree were in
ruins. Pra Pimoladharm (Her_] Khemacari), who later
became Somdej Pra Vanarat sarted a subscription among
members of the Royal Family and the congregation and
the whole precinct was completely renovated in B.E.
2475. The vihar however had no image to preside and
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Prince Damror) secured an image of the Lord in a sitting
posture known-as-the-posture of the conquest of Evil, a
work of Sukhodaya art, known as the Pra Nag which
was duly installed in the vihar thence forth.

This image of the Pra Nag was at first presented to
King Monkut when His Majesty built his audience hall of
wood in the Candrakasem Palace at Ayudhya. His
Majesty had the image set up later in the Paritta room in
the palace where each time the King went up (o reside in
the palace of Ayudhya he paid due veneration to the image.
In the next reign the palace building deteriorated to such
an extent that it had to be pulled down to make extensive
repairs, the Lord Lieutenant, Prya Boriin Rajadhinindra,
transferred the Pra Nig and several other Buddha
images to the Museum of Ayudhyd. Somdej Pra
Vanarat then petitioned Prince Damroy to have the Pra
Nag brought down and set up in the newly repaired vihar,
which request was acceded to by the Prince at that time
President of the Royal Accademy.

The vihar of the Lapka Po tree was extensively

renewed with the addition of a new entrance into the Na
Pradhatu road in honour of His Majesty King Monkut.

It was been personally visited by His late Majesty
King Ananda and His Majesty the Present King on the
26th November 2481 to the delight of the Buddhist

community.

The whole precine is now open to all who wish to
visit it.
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