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THE STORY OF CHIANG DAO
CAVERN: CHRONICALLY W

Abouit thousand and thousand years ago, there
was a serious hermit who searched for a peaceful
place to fulfil his oeligious rites and he happened
to find a plesing cavern that was wide and calm.
He, then, stayed in the cavern and spent the times
to rapt in a mystic trance. Not longafter doing thig,
he had a supreme success for he was able to take
off his soul to ccmmunicate to the god. And the
god soon consulted with the King of nagas of the
underworld and the King of. Giants to offer magic
things to tee holy hermit. ~They all united gave
him:

a gold image of Buddha
a gold pagoda

a gold pipal tree

a magic elephant

. a magic horse

a magic sword

heavenly food

0 PO o

magic cland a
9. a fairy land nd citizens
When the hermit got those things, he kept
them in the cavern and wrote an insciption before
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he died and nad newly born in the heaven. Here
is is a dilail in that inscriptian:—

Those who wanted to see and make a revential
salutation to those magic thingi had to be qualified
by : firstly, you had to take a bath to make your

) body clean. Secoudly, you had to clean your mind
with the Dherma of the Buddha,
~You had to conquer a “desire” canquer
an anger and conquer an enrapturement
~You had to subdue the evil impulses of
nature and a craving,
~You had to undertake the Five Precepts
and seriously keep them.
(The Five Precepts are:
1. Do not destroy life
2. Do not steal.
3. Do not commit adultery
4. Do not deceive.
5. Do not take intoxicants)
(For the priests, they had to strictly
observe 227 religiovs precepts.)

Lo observe the Precepts, you had to do

continueously for 3 months, You could not
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leave precept observation even one day, before you
went into the holy cavern

After hou fihishcd washing away the sina, you
had to prepare300silver300gold candles,4 trunks of
banana trees stuck with flowers, 8 gold flags, 8 red
flags, 8 yellow flags 8 white flaga and 1,000
lamps. for veneration at the front of the c.v rn.
Then you made yourself a calm—minded; out of
fear, out of suffer, ont of wrry, before entering
into the cavern. You would certainly find all
magic things but only <the fairy land”, Adove all,
you should not touch any magic things, or you
cou not lively come out of the cavern

If you wanted to ree fairy land, you had, to
continue walking straight ahead for 600 metres,
you would find a small path scparated from the
main direction, Walking along this way about 180
metres, you would-finally see a great poot. The
pool had a bright light that made yon see every
other things around it. The light came from a
river which flow into the pool called ‘“Anotanadhee”.
This river flon from the throne of the gold image
of Buddha which hnd magtc fluids. Thus there was
a wonderful light appeared in the pool
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You migha go to the fairy land by the way
‘next to the pool. to the fairy land contained of 6
villages. Theae were many kinds of erchads whoso
fruits were ferever supplied—around the villages, too

However, had to be a fairy land citizen
when you were in the fairy land Thus, you had to
change your clothes by taking the clothes of the
fairy land which orderly arranged at the south ot
the pool before entering into the villages.  After
you took a walk for 1.400 metses, you would find
another pool. It was a squau pool whose each side
was 80 metres wide. At the notheast of the pool,
the was a hole which was wide enough for men to
enter, But before going into this hole, you had to
make a worship with a sour curry, a sweet sauce,
a pastry, a coconut, 4 candles and 4 flowers by,
arranging teem as respectful materials fos gods of
4 directions.

When you passed through the hole, abont 4
metres, you would see the land of the King of
nagas called “Wirupakkha” and it was full of
you treasury and hcavenly food. you could not touch

any valuable things or wen cat any food, otherrwise
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would immediately turn to be a citizen of the fairy

land by antomalically fargeing all your memories,
and the outer world

If you kept on taking a walk continueously
aboeut 1,600 metres, you woeuld see a glass wall
of 6 metre high surrounded the 160 milre gold
image of Buddha whose its thrane was consist of
seven precious stones: diamond, gem - garnet,
emerald, daak sapphire, ruby and zircon  There
were eithep a silver staircase or a gold staircase
on the left and on the right side of the image.
Things for the image worship should be: a sour
curry, a sevil sauce, a pastry, 17 red flags and 17
whili flage. |l

At the bacg of the image was a statute of the
holy hermit sitting on the throne of 4 metre high
and statute of “Luang Kam Daeng” the great saint
of 3 mite height

About 600 metres from here, it was a shallow
river, On the brnk of the river. there was a
house of the Erawan (the three—headed white
elephant believing as a magic elephant). far from
this place, at the separated way, was the dwelling
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of the giant Butterfly, It caughi men to eat when
they went near it, thus, you should not go on
that way if you didn't want to run for your life.

If you wanted to come ouit of the -cavern, you
had to take the way you used when you entered.
You had to take off the clothes of the fairy land
citizens and put on your old clothes at tth south
of the bright light pool that mentioned before, Then
you would be safe and happy to come out et the
outer world of ours, But remember, you must not
take anything in the cavern with you, otherwis you
would lest the way and exactly you would be
detained in the holy ccavern by the yower of the
mysterious things until you died with fear and
suffer”

Believe it or not? The cavern in this story
is the Chiang Dao cavern nowadays.
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