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“Thank you very much for agreeing to help me. | am writing a
paper on Phaa Phrawet - the “phaa yao”, long cloths, that are usually
carried in the Bun Phrawet processions in Isan to bring Phrawet - Phra
Wesandorn - into the muang.
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| know the cloth in the Ubon Museum very well because it was
loaned for an international exhibition of Thai (Lao, etc.) textiles that
opened at the Thai Cultural Center in Bangkok (opened by Crown
Princess Phratheep Sirindhorn)) and then went to The Textile Museum
in Washington, DC, and other museums in the US & Canada. | was a
co-curator for the exhibition and co-author of the catalong, with Dr.
Mattiebelle Gittinger, titled “Textiles and the Tai Experience in
Southeast Asia”. | am pretty sure that we gave Phu Waa Sunai na
Ubon a copy of this book and perhaps Lhun Paw Bamphen also has a
copy.

The Ubol textile was completely photographed for the catalog;
however, we did not get a detailed history of the piece, which is what
| am now looking for.

Sunai na Ubol was a very good friend-l am sorry that he passed
away. | hope that Khun Paw BamPhen is well.

| would appreciate what you can do re a history of the piece.
Does Khun BamPhen know when it was made, where, by whom?
Perhaps he knows who commissioned the piece, or perhaps donated it
to a wat - if so, which wat? It would really be nice to have some dates
for the piece, when it was made and donated to a wat. How come it
ended up in Khun Paw BamPhen’s hands? Finally, | know the date the
cloth was donated to the Museum: 2529. Khun Paw BamPhen donated
it with 2 other cloth pieces, all together called “Phra Bot”. The other
piece that is exhibited is a large rectangular piece of the Buddha with
Thewada. The third piece is in storage. Can he tell us anything about
these other 2 pieces? *
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1) Ubon National Museum to Bangkok, where it was kept for a
few days before shipping to The Textile Museum in Washington, DC

2) At The Textile Museum, Washington, DC, for about a year
(I’ll get the exact dates for you soon), for conservation and
photography. (Note that The Textile Museum is a privately endowed
museum; it received the grant for the work on this project with Dr.
Mattiebelle Gittinger and me and therefore had the responsibility of
organizing the exhibition, making sure the pieces were in good enough
shape to show - this is called *“conservation”, photographing all the
pieces, and preparing everything for the exhibition.)

3) The phaa Phrawet and all other textiles were then shipped
from The Textile Museum to the Thai Cultural Centre (Suun
Wattanatham Haeng Chaat) in Bangkok for the first opening. @Her
Highness Princess Maha Chakri Sirindhorn graciously opened the
exhibition and it remained at the Centre for a number of months.

4) Then, almost everything in the exhibition traveled back to
The Textile Museum in Washington, DC, for the US opening.

b) Then the exhibition traveled to the Los Angeles County
Museum of Art, in California, for a showing there.

6) Finally, the third exhibition was at The Royal Ontario
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Museum, Toronto, Ontario, Canada.

7) After the conclusion of the 4th showing, everything was then
returned to its owners, including the phaa Phrawet.
Not everything went to Los Angeles and Toronto; because of its size
and because it needed to be at least partially unrolled to be seen, the
phaa Phrawet didn’t go to these places.
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