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Abstract

The objectives of the conservation of the Northeast Thai ordination halls and their
mural paintings: the cases of Non Sila Temple, Khon Kaen and Wat Yang Kinok,
Ubaonratchathani Provinces are for the conservation of vernacular heritage, the study and
revival of mural paintings, and the dissemination of the conservation project and its related
studies.

There are limited numbers of ordination halls with historical mural paintings in the
northeast or even in Thailand. The painting at Non Sila Temple was recently found by the
writer after the white paint was washed off. The painting at Wat Yang Kinok is degraded due
to its exterior exposure. Architecture and paintings in both buildings are degraded and need
conservation.

The project uses the historical, art and architectural research methodologies in the
study and evaluation of heritage values, and to specify degrees of conservation interventions
for buildings and mural paintings. The implementation uses participatory approach between
scholars and local citizens in 2 methods: 1) local artisans work with conservation specialists
and 2) workshop trainings in mural painting study for the young and citizens under the close
participation from village keypersons.

This integrated project, thus, is not only the research and the cultural conservation
project but also is the social service project. It is proofed to be successful according to the
number of trainnee participation which reaches 272.50 percent (109 persons) from the target
number (40 persons). While the cultural heritages were preserved, academic outcomes in

forms of articles and video recordings were also produced.
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