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ABSTRACT

For this research, the researcher set 2 objectives: 1) to examine the local identity of the
stone source Sampan Bok around the Mekong Basin in Ubon Ratchathani in order to use it in product
design and 2) to test and develop techniques in manufacturing products in the categories of utensils
and souvenirs with the identity of Sampan Bok stone. This research is a qualitative research. The
sample in the study and experiment was the community enterprise wood carving group of Ban Kud
Somboon at 152, Moo 7, Ban Kud Somboon, Don Yai Sub-District, Sri Muang Mai District, Ubon
Ratchathani. The tools used in the research were an interview form, an observation form and a
summary form for the results of the brainstorming meeting. The research results can be
summarized into 2 points as follows:

The study of the local identity of the stone source Sampan Bok around the Mekong Basin
in Ubon Ratchathani in order to use it in product design yielded that the local identity of the stone
source is the superposition of stones of different sizes, the occurrence of stone basins with stone
layers superimposed by order of thickness and the various curved shapes of the stone basins.
Therefore, the application of the identity to the design of any product can be done through 2
characteristics: the stone hole or stone basin characteristic and the superposition of stones in free
form. Regarding the criteria in considering the application, many factors must be considered,
namely, difficulty in application to the design and manufacture of the product, correspondence
with consumers’ demands and the form of the product. In this research, the researcher selected
the materials and manufacturing procedures based on the experimental creation of designs on
waste wood or non-economic wood to avoid environmental impact and violation of regulations.

From the experiment with and development of manufacturing techniques for products

in the categories of utensils and souvenirs to have the local identity of Sampan Bok stone, the



discovered method for creating artificial stone holes or stone basins on wood is placing very hot
pieces of coal of different sizes on the wood surface in the positions according to the design. When
the wood is burned until the holes are of the right sizes, the coal pieces are removed, let cool,
then polished with a wire brush with a hand drill. After the discovery of this method, 4 more
methods of product development were discovered. 1) Regarding creating a Sampan Bok pattern, a
newly invented drill bit is first used to achieve the depth of each position, then burning gas is used
to create a Sampan Bok surface. 2) Regarding searching for manufacturing materials that can be
easily found in the market, rubber plywood 10-20 mm thick can be used to create a Sampan Bok
surface. 3) Regarding searching for a manufacturing method that enables production of a product
part with resemblance in a large quantity, making a silicon mold and casting resin are suitable
methods. 4) Regarding inventing new product forms to introduce into the market, products to be
used on desks are most suitable to be manufactured, the chosen customer group being working-
age people both Thai and foreign. These products are products that come together in a package
called ‘Desk Sampan Bok Utensil Package’ consisting of a business card box (in the form of a
paperweight), a pen holder (in the form of a stone pillar with the name of a tourist attraction called
Sao Chaleang), a desk clock, an aromatic herb /candle holder, a key ring, a stationery container, and
so on. The result of product evaluation in 5 aspects by 45 consumers showed that the developed
products received the highest satisfaction score for beauty (X=4.58), the second highest for
remarkableness (X=4.33) and the lowest for possibility of commercial production (X=4.11). Of the
5 aspects, the overall average (X) is 4.24, which is at a good level.

The outcome of this research benefited the research sample, generating additional
knowledge and skill regarding production that can lead to production that generates income to
one’s family and community.

KEYWORDS: PRODUCT DEVELOPMENT / SAMPAN BOK / WOOD
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