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Abstract

(wlalpy 8121589951 Aud)

“Ubon Ratchathani" is the name of one of the most important provinces in the
Northeastern part of Thailand. Not only is it a big province that is considered a center of
modernization with a growing economy, but also a land that has thousands of years of history of
great civilization.

The stream of civilization began in the age of ancient civilization in the pre-historical
period (Bohemian culture dating back 6000 — 14,000 years ago). During that period, humans
resided in caves and survived by collecting food in the forest and hunting wild animals. Later,
when the population size grew bigger, human could not merely rely on the existing natural
resources. Therefore, they learned how to grow plants and raise animals, turning the society into
an agriculture one. When the population grew even larger and the social structure became more
complex, e.g. changing from a small community to a bigger town, humans began to interact
between people both inside and outside their own groups in order to exchange goods and
knowledge. In ancient times, streams of civilization from outside came to Ubon Ratchathani and
merged with the existing civilizations and had become the identity that Ubon Ratchathani's
people could feel proud of. The streams of civilization that had merged were those in the eras of
the Chenla Kingdom, (approximately in 12th — 13tb Buddhist Era), the Thawarawadi Kingdom
(approximately in 14th — 16th Buddhist Era), the Khmer Kingdom (approximately in 15th — 18th
Buddhist Era), the Lan Xang Kingdom (approximately in 19th — 23rd Buddhist Era), and the
Siam kingdom (approximately in 24th — 25th Buddhist Era)

The aforementioned paragraph shows that the Khmer civilization had an influence on
the development of land of Ubon Ratchathani for two periods of time: the pre-Angkor and post-
Angkor Khmer Kingdoms. This can be seen from ancient historical sites and ruins located
around Ubon Ratchathani.

Even though no historical sites that can be traced back to the Khmer Kingdom are found
in the old town area along the Mun River, as the city was founded during the Rattanakosin Era
and was influenced by Lan Xang and Siam, invaluable ancient items are still kept at Wat
Supattanaram Worawihan and the Ubon Ratchathani National Museum.

Wat Supattanaram Worawihan is an important temple built during the reign of King Phra
Chom Klao Chao Yu Hua (King Rama 1V) and is the first royal temple of the Dhammyut Sect in
Northeastern Thailand. It was governed by Somdej Pramahaweerawong (Tisso Uan) who was
appointed as a monk dean. He collected antiques found in different places and kept them in the
temple. Examples of the ancient items that are related to Khmer civilization are as follows:

The first stone inscription of Wat Supattanaram Worawihan dating back to the 12th-13th
Buddhist eras. It was found in Phuma Nai Cave in Khong Jiam district, Ubon Ratchathani
Province. The inscription was written with Pallava script in Sanskrit language. The inscription
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talked about Mahendravarman Il (Jittasen Prince) the great king of Chenla Dynasty. Another
example is the exquisite Thala Boriwat style lintel dates back to 12-13 Buddhist era found in the
Phibunmangsahan district of Ubon Ratchathani. The last example is a Ganesha statue made from
sandstone. The statue reflects the combination of local Khmer art. It was built in approximately
the 17th-18th Buddhist eras. It was brought to the temple from “Wat Pa Pra Pikkanet" (translated
as Ganesha Temple).

The Ubon Ratchathani National Musuem is another site where important artefacts from
ancient Khmer civilizations are kept. The first example is an Ardhanarishwara image engraved in
sandstone. Half of the image resembles Lord Shiva and the other half resembles Uma Devi who
IS sitting in a cross-legged position and wearing large earrings similar to those found during the
period of Charm art style. It is assumed that this graven image is the oldest engraved image
found in Southeast Asia (or it is probably the oldest image in the world). The second example of
the ancient item is a Granesh statue in Kor Ker Art style. It is made of sandstone and was made
during the 15th Buddhist era. This statue was brought from the Samrong district of Ubon
Ratchathani. The locals call this statue “Prasiho” and it is regarded as a sacred statue; as such it
is treated with great respect. The third example is a lion sculpture in Bapuan Art style. It was
made between the 15th and 16th Buddhist eras. It was found in Dong Muang Toei village, Kam
Khuan Gaew district, Yasothorn province (this province was historically a part of Ubon
Ratchathani province). The last example is Navagraha Lintel, which was found between the 15th
and 16th Buddhist eras. It was brought from Prasat Ban Ben in Thoong Sri Udom of Ubon
Ratchathani. It is regarded as one of the most complete lintels found in the country.

The aforementioned artefacts are regarded as vital historical sources and are evidence of
the influence of a Khmer civilization that was once prosperous in this area. Many archaeological
sites and artefacts are not merely the ruins destroyed by the passing of time but they are the
valuable souls that our descendants must protect. The benefits of protecting them are not only to
take them as our pride, as they are the heritage of the land, but also the cultural capital that can
be priceless in the tourism industry.
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Tém tit
(WUalae 919138aSovan gI3504e)

“Ubon Ratchathani” 13 tén cia mot tinh quan trong nam & ving Pong BAc
Thai Lan. Ngoai la mét tinh 16n, mot trung tdm thinh vuong khac trong khu vuc va
da co sy tang truong Kinh té kha quan. Ubon Ratchathani van 1a mot ving dat c6
nén van minh thinh vuong hon hang nghin nam.

Nhing dong chay cua nén van minh khoi dau nhu nhirng nén van minh cd
dai trong thoi dai tién sir (vin hoa Hoabinhian khoang 14.000-6.000 nam truoc)
Trong thoi dai do, con nguoi song trong hang dong. Sinh séng bang sin bat hai
lvgm. Sau do khi dan s6 tang 1én khién cho con nguo1 khong chi nho thién nhién
duoc. Ho phai hoc cach trong trot, chin nudi cho dén khi tré thanh mot x4 hoi
ndng nghiép. Va khi xa hoi bat ddu mo rong hon, cé ciu triac x4 hdi phic tap hon,
tir mot cong dong nhoé di duoc phat trién thanh thanh phd. Con ngudi ¢ su tuong
tac v6i nhau trong va ngoai nhom dé trao d6i san pham, gdm ca nhiing cong nghé
khac. Sau d6 thoi dai lich str, dong chay van minh tir bén ngoai da do vao ving dat
nay va di dugc két hop cho dén khi tré thanh ban sic déc ddo cua nguoi Ubon
Ratchathani. Ca dong van minh Chan Lap (vao khoang thé ky 7-8), 1an nén vin
minh Dvaravati (vao khoang thé ky 9-11), nén van minh Khmer thoi dai thanh pho
Phra Nakhon (vao khoang thé ky 10-13), nén van minh Lan Chang (vao khoang thé
ky 14-18) va nén van minh Xiém (vao khoang thé ky 19-20).

Nhu d4 n6i, c6 thé thdy rang nén vin minh Khmer di c¢6 2 thoi ky anh huong
dén ving dat nay. Giai doan mét 13 nén van minh Khmer thoi trude thanh phd Phra
Nakhon. Va giai doan thir 2 1a nén van minh Khmer thoi thanh phd Phra Nakhon
nhu d3 xuat hién ching ctr quan trong la nguén di tich lich st va c6 vat 16n nam rai
rac trong cac khu vuc cua huyén khac trong tinh Ubon Ratchathani.

Mic du khu dan cu c6 bén bo song Moon tinh Ubon Ratchathani khong gip
cac ngudn di tich lic sir lién quan dén dau tich ctia nén vin minh Khmer. Vi d6 1a
mot thanh phd da xut hién trong dau thdi ky Rattanakosin va da duoc anh hudng
tir Lan Chang va Xiém. Nhung nhiéu c6 vat quy gia da duoc bao ton tai khu vuc da
no6i trén & Chuia Supattanaram Worawihan va bao tang quéc gia Ubon Ratchathani.

Chua Supattanaram Worawihan la mgt chua quan trong dugc xay dung trong
thoi vua Mongkut (vua Rama IV). Va 13 chua Dhammayuttika Nikaya dau tién &
vung Dong Bic. Trong thoi Somdej Phra Mahawirawong (Tisso Uan) lam tong
giam dbc nha su va quan Iy ngodi chua nay (nam 1903-1915). Ngai da dugc mang
co vat tir nhiéu noi khac nhau dén luu gitr tai chua nay. Do ¢b vat quan trong cd
lién quan dén nén van minh Khmer nhu tdm bia chua Supattanaram Worawihan
tam bia th 1, c6 tudi vao trong khoang thé ky 7-8. TAm bia niy gap trong dong
Phu Ma Nay huyén Khong Chiam tinh Ubon Ratchathani. TAm bia nay di dugc

q



khic bang chir Pallava, tiéng Phan. Noi dung trén tim bia da noi dén Phra Chao
Mahendravarman (hoang tur Chit Sen). Vua vi dai clia vuong qudc Chén Lap. Lanh
t6 nghé thuat Thalapariwat c6 tudi vao trong khoang thé ky 7-8 va rat dep. Lanh to
nay mang tir huyén Phibun Mangsahan tinh Ubon Ratchathani. Tuong than
Ganesha duoc lam bﬁng da sa thach, tuong than d6 1a nghé thuat Khmer két hop
v6i nghé thuat dan toc. Pa duoc x4y vao khoa tha ky 12-13 va mang tir chia rimg
Phra Phi Kha Ne Suan, xa Kud Lad, huyén Meuang, tinh Ubon Ratchathani. Tuong
than nay duoc Krom Luang Sunpasitthiprasong ting cho chua. Dan lang tin ring
d6 1a twong phat rat thiéng liéng v.v.

Bao tang qudc gia Ubon Ratchathani 1 mot noi di duoc luu gitr cac ¢ vt
quan trong trong thoi nén vin minh Khmer nhu: birc twgng Ardhanarishvara lam
bang da sa thach. Buc tugng nay, mot nira la Phra Shiva con mot nira la Phra Uma
ngdi xép bang va deo mot hoa tai 16n, gidng nhu da duoc gap trong ngh¢ thuat
Cham. C¢ 1€ day la burc tuong Ardhanarishvara lau doi nhét trong Pong Nam A
(hodc 13 1au doi nhat trén thé gidi). Tuong than Ganesha nghé thuat Koh Ker hay
Pre Rup 1am bang d4 sa thach, c6 tudi vao trong khoang thé ky 10. Tuong than nay
d3 mang tir huyén Sam Rong tinh Ubon Ratchathani. Dan lang d goi tuong than
nay 1a “Phra Si Ho”, coi 12 mot twong than thiéng liéng duoc nhiéu nguoi trong
khu vuc ton trong. Birc twong su tir 1a nghé thuat Baphuon, c6 tudi vao trong
khoang thé ky 10-11. Tuong nay mang tir lang Dong Maueng Teoy, huyén Kham
Khauen Kaew, tinh Yasothon (ngay xua d6 la mot phan cua tinh Ubon
Ratchathani). Lanh t6 than linh Navagraha c6 tudi vao trong khoang thé ky 10-11,
mang tir thanh dia Ban Ben, huyén Thungsri Udom, tinh Ubon Ratchathani. Lanh
t6 than linh Navagraha dugc coi la mot lanh t6 ¢6 su hoan hao nhat.

Nhitng ¢6 vat ndy 1a mot ching c lich st quanh trong. N6 cho thdy anh
huong cua vuong quéc Khmer c6 dai dd phat trién manh & ving dat nay. Nhitng di
tich lich st va co vat khong nhitng 1a manh vun da bi pha huy bdi thoi gian ma con
nhu mot “linh hon” quy gia cua ving dat ma cac con chau phai gitr trong long va
gilt gin. Vi nhiing lg1 ich s€ nhan dugc tir vi¢c bao tdn ngoai sy tu hao, nhirng di
san ctia ving dat ndy van 1a “vén vin hod” ma c6 thé bién thanh “gid tri” to 16n di
kém vo1 viéc du lich nira.
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