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¢ Fwrimnimedinueansesunglulufiamadiontiin Matriarchy . A Term used in nineteenth-century
anthropology to designate a society ruled by women. In contemporary use, it refers more narrowly to a
form of the family in which the mother is the head and descent is reckoned through her. The notion of
matriarchal systems of domination is controversial. ENGELS, in The Origin of the Family, Private Property
and the State (1884), argued the Pre-modern societies were eventually replaced by patriarchal systems
with the transition from nomadic (hunter-gatherer) to agricultural communities. An alternative argument is
that PATRIARCHY results from conquest. The archaeological evidence to support or to refute these
theories is clearly difficult to obtain. The concept is important, however, because it is now used to add
weight to the feminist perspective on the differences between GENDER and biologically determined sex
roles. Matriarchy suggests that male domination has not been universal. The term is also used more
loosely to designate family forms dominated by the mother. (Nicholas Abercrombie, Stephen Hill and
Bryan S. Turner, 2006: 239-240)
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