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ABSTRACT

This is a study about history and evolution of dance performances in the
Buddhist Lent Candles Procession in Ubon Ratchathani Province. This qualitative
research is done by studying documents, related papers, interviewing sample focused
group by setting appropriate criteria in selecting experienced and knowledgeable
groups that have insights for research as well as observations. Tools used for data
collection are 1) interview record form 2) observation record form 3) devices for
recording voice, pictures and videos. The research shows that performances in the
Buddhist Lent Candles Procession in Ubon Ratchathani was developed from
traditional local celebration parade mainly for entertainment purpose. The shows have
been evolving during 2444-2562 BE and can be separated into 2 categories; daytime
and nighttime. Daytime performances are divided into 5 periods with different formats
which are fixed style, free form, local North-easterner or Isan style, traditional style
and newly invented performances in accordance with main concepts or themes each
year. All the performance elements are Isan styles; choreography, music, songs,
melodies and costumes. 2) Nighttime performances are divided into 2 types which are
newly created Isan style performances relating to main the main theme with Isan style
performance. This research not only promote unique traditions of Ubon Ratchathani
but is also academically beneficial for studies in both schools and vocational learners
in Thailand.

Keywords : Performance; Buddhist Lent Candles Procession; Local dancing
performance; Ubon Ratchathani
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