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# # 5385252529 : MAJOR POLITICAL ECONOMY
KEYWORDS: COMMODIFICATION

KRITTAYAPORN TANTISET:  THE COMMODIFICATION OF
UBONRATCHATHANI CANDLE FESTIVAL. ADVISOR: PH.D. GULLINEE
MUTAKALIN, 97 pp.

This research studied the evolution of Ubonratchathani Candle Festival
as well as the commodification process of this Candle Festival by using academic
documents, articles and indepth interview of relevant persons such as festival’s
organizers, local savants, candle carvers and tourists. The research also analyzed
the differences of the Candle Festival before and after the commodification

process.

Marxian Economics and the cultural industry of Theodor Adonor and
Max Horkheimer are used to analyze the converting of use value to exchange

value through the commodification of Candle Festival.

The research found that the Candle Festival had traditionally been
changed from the past during 2 contrasting periods; before and after the
commoditization. In first period, people believed that offering the candles to
temples in the Candle Festival bring merit and prosperity to them and their
families. Later, the appointed governor used the Candle Festival as a tool to
govern and control the regional province. In the second period, Tourism Authority
of Thailand and relevant organizations got involved the process of the Candle
festival commodified the festival through producing procedures, value creation

and consumption under the social and economic conditions of capitalism.

In conclusion, Ubonratchathani Candle Festival had been changed from
the merit making of local traditions to money making cultural commodity through
the producing process and value creation which attracted both local and overseas
tourists from local to international festival via commodification process. This

could lead to the creation of economic value.

Field of Study: Political Economy Student's Signature

Academic Year: 2013 Advisor's Signature
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