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Abstract

There were two main objectives of this study, First, we wanted to know the problems of the
engineering students with “wamning” and “probational” statuses, Second, we wanted to see
whether the low-achievers were the ones who obtained a seat in the university through the
Quota System and University Entrance exams or the special program examinations. The
sample groups were the students who received a “warning” from the University in the second
semester of 2002. The selected forty-five students were asked to respond to a guestionnaire
that focused on four aspects: The nature of the courses, the instructor. the students
themselves, and the environment, The results were statistically analyzed to obtain the
arithmatic mean, percentage and standard deviation.

The results show that these low-achievers mainly were enrolled in the special program, with a
GFA of 1.51 to 2.00. Interestingly, this GPA was similar to that of their high school years.
They had a poor academic background to start with. In particular, we can see the results in
the four aspects mentioned above.

First, in terms of the nature of the courses, there were 19 courses that these first-year students
had to study. However, the courses with most problems that stemmed from the instructor
were the following six: Foundation English 1, General Chemistry, General Physics 1, General
Physics Laboratory 1, Engineering Statistics and Computer programming for Engineering.
There were 11 courses that the students found extremely challenging because of the content.
They were Foundation English 2, Man and Society, Man and Civilization, Mathematics.
Caleulus 1, Calculus 2, General Chemistry Laboratory, Engineering Drawing, E ngineering
Warkshop Practice, Thermodynamics 1 and Engineering Statics.

Second, regarding the insiructor, we considered only three aspects: The instructors
themselves, their ability to handle the class, and their subject-matter knowledge. It was found
that the three aspects were equally medium ranged (X = 3.23). However, the main problem
seemed to be the promptness of the instructors’ feedback on assignments, The next problem

was with the exercises not being sufficiently analytical. And, finally, certain instructors had
poor skills in teaching,

Third, on the students themselves, there are three categories here: The students’ financial
status, their behavior and their ability. It can be said that all of the three aspects were
perceived to be similarly problematic (X = 2.85). The students’ financial status was not
considered a barrier. The actual obstacles seemed to be the students’ own knowledge of the

subjeet matter, sense of priority, diligence, intelligence, and short memory as well as lack of
concentration.

Fourth, concerning the environment, three things were studied: Academic resources, the
Engincering Faculty’s environment and other factors. In general, the students saw the three
aspects as equally important (X = 2.72). No drug problems were discovered. Also. there
were no academic physical setting barriers.

In addition to these four macro aspects, from an open-ended question that the students were
asked to answer, we found that the students” two main problems were the nature of the
courses and their inability to prioritize things. Therefore, it is suggested that there should be
some academic preparation classes for these low-achievers.
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