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ABSTRACT
TITLE : AN ANALYTICAL STUDY OF “PROPHETIC SASTRAS” FROM THE
KINGDOM OF CAMBODIA
AUTHOR : SUWACHAN CHANCHIAW
DEGREE : MASTER OF LIBERAL ARTS
MAJOR : SOCIAL SCIENCES AND DEVELOPMENT
ADVISOR : ASST.PROF.DR. CHANCHAI KHONGPHIANTHUM
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This objective of this thesis is to examine the characteristics of Prophetic Sastra
literature as regards form, substance, and social function by conducting a direct
analytical study of 7 texts of Prophetic Sastra literature from the Kingdom of
Cambodia, interviewing experts and studying pertinent documents. The research
results are presented in the style of descriptive analysis.

Regarding the research results about the form of Prophetic Sastras, the purpose
of creating this kind of literature is to divine the fortune of people in different
aspects. There are 5 elements of divination: locale of divination, Prophetic Sastra
diviner, Prophetic Sastra, inquirer and method of divination. The form of Prophetic
Sastra is divided into 2 parts. 1) The first part is stories with allusions to events or
behavior of characters from Jatakas, Dhammapada tales, the Story of the Lord
Buddha, tales with allusions to Buddhism from other sources and tales from other
sources, namely literature of Brahmanism and folktales. The stories begin with “this
is in accordance with the situation”, “the situation”, or “here is the right page” and
have no introductory words. 2) The second part is prophecies beginning with “here is
a prophecy”, “here is a prediction” or “here is a divination” and then continuing with
the general fortune, whether it is good or bad, and then the details by topics.

On the results regarding the substance of Prophetic Sastras as regards the sources
of the alluded tales in the Prophetic Sastras, it was found that the tales alluded to in
accompaniment with the prophecies aie from 3 sources: 1) Buddhist literature,
2) tales in other sources, that is, 2.1) literature of Brahmanism, 2.2) a folktale, and
3) no definite source, that is, the events or characters in the stories ‘cannot be
identified.

As for the results about the social functions manifested in Prophetic Sastras, it
was found that Prophetic Sastras have 3 social functions: 1) Help resolve the
frustration of people in society, for most of the prophecies are good, so as to give

encouragement to the inquirer. 2) Refine the behavior of people in society, with



Prophetic Sastras presenting events or behavior of characters from different sources
to show the merits of behaving properly as good examples for conducting one’s life
and the negative results of behaving improperly to hinder unwanted actions in
society. The teachings for the refinement of the behavior of people in society can be
categorized into 2 types: 1) direct teachings (found in a small quantity), which are
found in the part of prophecies and 2) indirect teachings (found in a large quantity),
which are found in the part of events or behavior of the characters in the tales.
3) Provide knowledge of and continue Buddhism, with Prophetic Sastras allowing the
Khmer people to be informed of stories or events from Dhammapada and Nipata
Jatakas in Buddhism, which are presented briefly, making these tales remain in

society, which is one way of prolonging Buddhism.
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