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ABSTRACT

TITLE : THE DEVELOPMENT OF CONTEMPORARY PRODUCTS FROM

THE PAK KRET ETHNIC MON-STYLE POTTERY

BY : SUVIT INTHIP
DEGREE : DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY
CHAIR : ASST.PROF.SAKCHAI SIKKHA, D.A.A

KEYWORDS : POTTERY /ETHNIC MON COMMUNITY / CONTEMPORARY
PRODUCTS

Koh Kret ethnic Mon community is well-known for its unique handmade pottery
which reflects the potters’ wisdom and artistic abilities. It is therefore important to develop
contemporary products which strengthen this cultural uniqueness. For this reason, the study was
conducted with following aims: 1) to examine the Koh Kret ethnic Mon lifestyle and the status,
marketing characteristics, and the current situation of their pottery, and 2) to investigate problems
concerning the pottery products and offer solutions to such problems; 3) to design and develop
contemporary products and manufacturing procedures suitable for the Mon identity and responsive
to future market needs. The subjects were divided into 2 groups: 1) informant potters in the target
community and 2) manufacturers, distributors, and consumers whose data were analyzed for the
purpose of product design.

The results were summarized and divided into three topics as follows. First, in terms of
lifestyle, product type, production, and marketing, it was found that the majority of Mon
community residents were in the pottery-making business because Mon ethnics are skillful potters
with a reputation and popularity known since the ancient time. There are two types of popular
contemporary pottery products, namely, household utensils and decorative items. Second, in terms
of product design and development, it was found that popular color schemes are earthy red and
earthy black. The researcher has experimented with colors and found that painting with the in-
glaze method adds colors and patterns to the products. Experimentation with glazing mixtures of

different ratios between a glaze and paint increased the aesthetic characteristics and value of the



(L3

products. Third, regarding design and development of products based on the Pak Kret ethnic Mon
identity, it was found that marketable products are fine art items. Based on this study, it was
concluded that the application of the Pak Kret ethnic Mon identity in pottery has to take five
concepts into consideration: 1) local characteristics, 2) aesthetics, 3) utility, 4) size and proportion,
and 5) manufacturing procedure. Based on these five concepts, the study has developed a
manufacturing procedure, evaluated the design and development, and found that the approach has

added value to products which meet the market demand.
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