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ABSTRACT

TITLE : THE CHANGING WAY OF LIFE OF THE VILLEGE IN THE RUBBER
CONTESTING AREA: A CASE STUDY OF VIENGKHAM VILLAGE,
PAKKHADING DISTRICT, BOLIKHAMXAI PROVINCE, ILAO PDR.

BY : SOMPHONE SENGAPHY

DEGREE : MASTER OF ARTS

MAJOR : SOCIAL SCIENCE AND DEVERLOPMENT
CHAIR : ASSOC. PROF. SOMMAI CHINNAK

KEYWORDS : SOCIAL CHANG RUBBE QLANTATION / CONCESSION
BOLIKHAMXAT PROVINCE / LAOQ PDR

The purpose of this study is to examine the impacts of rubber plantations on
community modes of production as well as the social changes such impacts entail. The research
focuses on Viengkham Village in Pakhading District, Bolikhamxai Province, Lao PDR. Methods
were mainly qualitative: field data was collected via in-depth interviews and focus groups. The
sampling groups included 60 households.

The study found that the coming of rubber plantations led to a change in the mode of
production in the communities. In the past, the main of the modes of production among the
communities were swidden/shifting cultivation, paddy fields, and collecting non-timber forest
products. These modes of production depend on natural resources and are intended for household
consumption.

Changing production resulting from rubber plantation concessions entailed social
changes between kin and neighbors. Rice was the main crop of the communities and the process of
the production relied heavily on man power. However, when the government enacted its land
concession policy for rubber plantations, it turned the mountains, forests, plantation fields, and
paddy fields into state property. The rise of rubber plantations changed the subsistence system to a

cash crop system supported by the government. Because rubber was planted as a concession,



relations of production also changed, turning growers and villagers into capitalist employers and
rural employees respectively.

Despite the fact that the mode of production in the communities had largely changed to
cash crop plantation agriculture, we nevertheless found that the majority of villagers still produced
for houschold consumption. Even as rubber plantations are changing relations in this area, older
forms of community relations persist, although the frequency of opportunities to join together

comrnunally will be reduced when compared with the past.
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