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ABSTRACT
TITLE : VIETNAMESE IN LAOS: ADAPTATION AND ETHNIC
IDENTITY EXISTENCE THROUGH THE EVERYDAY LIFE
PRATICES OF VIETNAMESE MIGRANT WORKERS IN
HAOQUIXAY, BOKEOC PROVINCE, LAO PEOPLE’S

DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC
BY : SILAPAKONE LOMVILAIVONG
DEGREE : MASTER OF ARTS
MAJOR 1 SOCIAL SCIENCE AND DEVELOPMENT
CHAIR : ASSOC. PROF. SOMMAI CHINNAK

KEYWORDS : EVERYDAY LIFE PRATICE / ADAPTATION / ETHNIC IDENTITY /
VIETNAMESE MIGRANT WORKERS / BOKEQ PROVINCE

This study has 3 ai_ms-; 1} to study the the development of social and cultural changes
of Hauixay, Bokeo Province, Lao PDR 2) to study the factors that encourage Vietnamese come to
work in Hauixaf,__Bokeo Province and 3) to study the adaptation and ethnic identity existence
through the everyday life practices of Vietnamese migrant workers in Hauixay. |

This study found that Hauixay, Bokeo Province was the important port since the past.
After the cold war era during 1990s, Hauixay was changed the economic, society and culture
clearly due to the cooperation of the countries under the Greater Mekong Sub-region (GMS)
project which want to link the area get to close each other. Also the changed of international
relation of Laos government under the policy namely New Economic Mechanism —NEM in 1986.
This was one factor which leads to the migrated( of Vietnamese workers in Hauixay beside the
factor of the “special relation” between Laos and Vietnam government and the pressure factors
from the increasing of population and economic pressure in Vietnam under the Doi Moi policy.

For ethnic identity and the pracfic;e in everyday life of Vietnamese migrant workers in

Hauixay, the study found that as the diaspora, they have to adapt themselves for survive in a new

place. Then the practices in everyday life of them have more complicity and changed up on the




context which they faced. However, they tried to keep their ethnic identity with firmly especially

language, dresses, beliefs and foodsll
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