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UNIVERSITY DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION
(UDC) SCHOLARS IN FIELD OF

PHARMACEUTICAL SCIENCES
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CO-RESEARCHERS MISS SUWANNA PHATTARABENJAPOL
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Abstract

This survey study was conducted to investigate the problems of University
Development Commission (UDC) scholars for pharmaceutical sciences. A survey
questionnaire was [developed to collect data. Of the 170 UDC scholars nationwide
receiving the mailed questionnaires, 122 completed surveys were obtained, an
estimated respond rated of 71.8%. Deans of faculty of pharmacy and pharmaceutical
sciences, and thesis advisors were interviewed regarding the university development
commission grant.

It was found that the majority of respondents were female and 26-40 years old.
The scholars enrolled graduate programs at Faculty of Pharmaceutical Sciences,
Chulalongkorn University, Mahidol University, Chiang Mai University, and
Silpakorn Universjty. The orders of the most fields of study were pharmaceutical
technology, clini pharmacy, pharmaceutical chemistry, and social and
administrative p cy. Generally, an average year of study was 2.76. Studying in
field of clinical pharmacy was the longest with 3.19 years of study.

Scholars mostly lived in dormitory, flat, or condominium which monthly
expenses were between 2,500 and 5,000 Baht. Furthermore, expenses regarding
learning activities| were around 1,000-3,000 Baht, and other expenses were 5,000-
7,000 Baht per manth. 66% of scholars had the financial problems because the grant
was not enough for all essential expenses. Then most of them decided to work part-
time jobs or borrowed some money from their families leading to decline of intention
to study. Most scholars had to pay tuition fee and others in advance due to process
was complicated. [Results revealed that years of study of scholars who faced with
financial problems were longer than the rest. Moreover, instrument, materials,
database and grant to do research were not enough in some fields. Relationship with
others during study was rated to be fewer problems.
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