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ABSTRACT

TITLE : BUDDHIST MONKS AND POLITICAL DEMOCRACY A CASE
STUDY OF THE BUDDHIST MONKS IN THE UBON RATCHATHANI
MUNICIPALITY AND THE SUPPORT OF POLITICAL PARTIES IN
THE ELECTION OF FORUM MEMBERS OF PARLIAMENT IN THE

ORDINARY YEAR 2554

BY : PRAYOON KANGKHAN

DEGREE : MASTER OF POLITICAL SCIENCE

MAJOR : GOVERNMENT

CHAIR : SARAN SUDJAIL Ph.D.

KEYWORDS : BUDDHIST MONKS SUPPORT OF POLITICAL PARTIES
IN THE ELECTION

The research on the Buddhist monks in politics democracy; A case study of the
Buddhist monks in the Ubon Ratchathani municipality and the support of political parties in the
election of Forum Members of Parliament in the ordinary year 2554. The purpose of the study
1) Buddhist monks in Ubon Ratchathani municipality have supported some political parties. 2)
What are the reasons? of the Buddhist monks that take role in supporting of political parties in the
election of Forum Members of Parliament in the ordinary year 2554.

This study collected data by using interviews and observations as a tool to collect data
from the parish priest, the vice parish priest, the Buddhist monks students and the people that take
role in the temple at in the Ubon Ratchathani municipality, amount of 57 temples and bring the
analysis of qualitative data.

The results showed that the monks in Ubon Ratchathani municipality take a role in
supporting of political parties in the election of Forum Members of Parliament in the ordinary year
2554. In directly and indirectly way, the objective is clear, it to receive the patronage of political
parties, economic, political issues and the society as a result, the Buddhist monks take role of

political parties support the cause that is: 1) the reciprocal benefits, 2) as a relationship between



student and teacher, 3) help each other, 4) personal feeling does not like in the same politician or
in the political parties and in a clear political aims to a vote from the people in the community,
where the temple is located by the Acts of Credibility the people believed that the monks presence
at the ceremonies. The temple was held as they passed through the monks. In addition, the
political parties and the politician also have object support facilities and the activities of the temple
as well.

In addition to the political patronage of the Buddhist monks and the Buddhist monks
has take role in supporting political parties and politicians have discovered, that the cause of the
Buddhist monks to support any political party is also about ethnic politics and political parties

was involved.
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