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ABSTRACT

TITLE : ASTUDY OF LAO THEUNG WICKERWORK FOR CONTEMPORARY

PRODUCTS DESIGN AND DEVELOPMENT

BY : PRATHABJAI SIKKA

DEGREE : DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY

MAJOR : PRODUCT DESIGN

CHAIR : ASSOC. PROF. WIROJ SRISURO, Ph.D. (HONORARY)

PROF. PRAKOB WIROJANAGOD, Ph.D.

KEYWORDS : WICKERWORK /LAO THOENG TRIBE’S / CONTEMPORARY PRODUCTS

There are various kinds of intricate and functional Lao Theung wickerwork
products. The Lao Theungs have the clever local wisdom of making use of local
material to create commodities and continuity of cultural heritage displaying tribal
identity. Thus, the research set 3 purposes for the research: 1) to study the background
and lifestyle of the Lao Theung race, and to compile the Lao Theung wickerwork,
2) to study the production process, interlacing patterns and coloring regarding the
material quality and production process development, and 3) to design and develop the
Lao Theung wickerwork into contemporary products. The population and samples of
this research are divided into 2 groups: 1) the group for wickerwork data study, who
were the people living in the 5 districts of Southern Laos, 2) the group for the analysis
of the data for contemporary product design consisting of purchasers and wickerwork
distributors and manufacturers. The samples were selected by purposive random
sampling with regard to geographical condition and diverse factors apparent in the

research contents,

The result of the study can be divided into 3 parts. 1) The study of the Lao
Theung race and lifestyle and the compilation of their wicker handicrafts yields that
the Lao Theungs are tribal people living in highland and hilly region with agricultural,

nature-dependent lifestyle, unique clothing culture, and cultural similarity, for



example, animism, smoking treacle-coated tobacco, drinking Sato (Lao Hy), weaving
with back strap looms, and using wickerwork items, which can be categorized into
five groups: all-purpose utilitarian articles, household utilitarian articles, animal traps,
faith and ritual articles and other utilitarian articles. 2) As for the development of
material quantity and production process, the experiment showed that in fumigation
coloring, different materials yield different colors. Furthermore, the leaves, bark, or
fruits of some plants can also be chafed, immersed in water or boiled and then used for
wickerwork coloring. And for fuel frugality and wickerwork protection, the
researcher has designed and developed an energy saving fumigation kiln with regard
to production materials, cost, which can be used by the local people in their own
production. 3) For designing and developing the Lao Theung wickerwork into
contemporary products, it was found that the products suitable for production and
market demand can be separated into two categories: 1) utilitarian articles and
decorative articles and 2) souvenirs. From the result of this study, it can be summed
up that for the course of applying Lao Theung wickerwork to the design and
development of contemporary products, 3 facets should be considered: 1) artistic and
cultural value, consisting of indigenous identity and background conveyance,
2) consumers’ value and demand, and 3) wickerwork design principles, consisting of
utility, material choosing, and pattern using for product shaping, coloring, durability,
exquisiteness and beautification. Attached at the end of the research is the report of
the experiment and evaluation of product design with regard to those 3 concepts to

serve as guideline.
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M 3 mssasuauinvieadieafid a1y #1ll.a17 (LAOS 2004 Statistical Report

on Tourism in Laos)

DUA Uszna Srmiveafien masdotl | 3 .. 2003-2004
THI19Y A9, 1998-2004 (A%) Aﬁuéu(%)
1 | lns 2,732,642 390,378 30
2 | Aeauy 544,557 77,794 21.5
3 osm 205,762 29,395 23
4 | 180,905 25,843 56
5 | WSusa 144,567 . 20,652 16
6 | dngu 123,818 17,688 22
7| ditu 108,542 15,506 14
8 | ooy 79,500 11,357 30

Aan w T d‘ & o [ dgl 4 1 ti'
wazneNuanalnnesnedly aillan Fedaihdulagessnsneunien
Y
U [y Qs 1~

uviamAszyd1 dudwei) aa. 2004-2007 TeinviedioaTneldsrelu milan qefiqa Taed

dadnufiudesas 50 Wedeufumsldisveainreuiivinasu q saaasluais 4

d’ as o @ d’d Y @ J d'
MmN 4 m3dadny 10 Uszna Wlimsldiovesinnounenlu aiil.a1n qege

Tusgnanadl a.a. 2004-2007 (89FMsiBUNEIHIIA. 2007 : 14)

szina a.a1. 2004 la.q. 2005 a.q1. 2006 n.a. 2007

R| MW | % |R | :ww [ % | R| 91w | % | R | 114 | %

e 1| 489,677 [55] 1 603,189 | 55| 1 675,845 | 56 | 1 | 949,452 | 58
oIS 3 37,181 | 4 | 3 474271 4 | 9 16,829 | 4 | 4 | 45,691 | 3
Pﬁzﬁlﬁﬁ 5 27,806 | 3 | 5 3537113 | 4 3245313 | 5 34,584 | 2
é’aﬂqy 6 274021 3 | 6 2097713 | 5 31,684 | 3 | 6 | 31,352 2
ijﬂu 7 20319 2 | 7 22,601 | 2 | 6 23,1471 2 | 7| 29,770 | 2

LI ITREY 2| 130,816 | 15| 2 165,151 | 15| 2 190,442 | 16 | |2 | 290,584 | 16

wosuil 9 14,009 | 2 | 8 20323 1 2 | 7 22,021 1 2 | 8 | 244921 2
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M3 4 M3IAdEY 10 dszma ilmsldeveninveaiionlu aiil.an qaga

Tusgn gl A 2004-2007 (@3RI NOUASIMHITIA, 2007 : 14) Gh))

dszima Un.a. 2004 Ya.a. 2005 Un.a. 2006 n.a. 2007

R| 9 [ % |R | 913 % | R| 819 [ % | R | 11w | %

POUIATIAY | 8 15,149 2 | 9 16,752 ] 2 | 8 18,004 | 1 | 9 19,299 | 1

v | 10 9,048 | 1 |10 11,447 |1 1 | 10 12,4191 1 | 10| 13,050 1

L)

U 4 33,019 | 4 | 4 39,210 | 4 | 3 50,317 | 4 | 3 54,920 | 3

Ok~

U9 90,380 | 10 103,867 | 9 111,945 | 9 130,749 | 6
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XIR|X|RIX|R|XI|R|X]|R

1. 433 7 433 3 5.00 1 4.33 5 400 | 10 | 433 4 4.38 7

2. 4.33 7 4.33 3 400 | 23 | 433 5 4.67 3 433 4 4.33 8

3. 300 [ 33 [3.00| 38 | 333 | 44 |3.00| 25 |333] 15 (333} 18 |3.17| 34

4. 300 | 33 (333 26 |333| 44 |300) 25 {3.00f 23 |333] 18 |3.17] 34

5. 300 | 33 1333 26 [367| 39 [3.00] 25 {233 | 41 [3.00( 32 |3.05]| 39

6. 4.33 7 333 | 26 (433 14 [ 3.67| 15 [3.00| 23 {3.00] 32 |361]| 20
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C D E 394 (R)

X | RIX|R|X|R|X|R|X|R|X|R|X|R

7. | 433 7 [400| 13 [433| 14 |333] 19 (333 15 [333| 18 (378 | 17
8. | 433| 7 |367| 23 [367| 39 |367| 15 [333| 15 | 300 32 {361 20
0. [433| 7 f400| 13 |433| 14 |400| 11 333 15 |400| 12 |400]| 14
10. 400 | 16 | 433 | 3 |467| 4 |367] 15 |367]| 13 | 400] 12 | 405 | 13
11, [367| 22 [433| 3 |433| 14 [400| 11 |[333| 15 |367| 15 |3.80| 15
12, [333) 27 |367| 23 |467| 4 |300| 25 |267| 36 |3.67| 15 |3.50| 25
13. [467] 2 [433| 3 |467| 4 |500| 1 |433| 6 |433| 4 |456| 4
14. |467| 2 |433| 3 |433] 14 433 5 |467| 3 |433| 4 |444| 6
15. [500] 1 |467| 2 |467] 4 |500| 1 |500| 1 |500| 1 |48 | 1
16. |467] 2 |433| 3 |500| 1 (467 3 |500| 1 |467| 2 |4m2]| 2
17. [333] 27 | 300 38 |400| 23 [300] 25 | 267 | 36 |333| 18 |3.22]| 30
18. | 333 ] 27 [3.00] 38 [400| 23 [300| 25 | 267 36 |333| 18 | 322 30
19. [300| 33 [333| 26 {400 | 23 |3.00] 25 | 233 | 41 |300]| 32 |3.11] 38
20. (300 33 1333 26 {400 | 23 |3.00| 25 [233| 41 |300]| 32 |311] 38
21. |3.00] 33 |333| 26 [ 400 23 |3.00| 25 [233| 41 |300| 32 |3.11] 38
22. |3.00] 33 [333] 26 | 400 | 23 |3.00| 25 |233| 41 |3.00| 32 |3.11] 38
23. |367] 22 |3.00| 38 |467| 4 |3.00| 25 [300| 23 |333| 18 |3.45] 26
24. |333] 27 |3.00| 38 | 400 | 23 [3.00| 25 | 300 23 {333| 18 |322 30
25. |3.67] 22 [3.00] 38 | 400| 23 |333| 19 [ 300 23 |333| 18 |339| 28
26. |300| 33 [333| 26 [400| 23 [300| 25 [233| 41 | 300 32 |3.11] 38
27. |333| 27 300 38 {400 | 23 |3.00| 25 [267| 36 |333| 18 |322] 30
28. |333] 27 333 26 367 39 [333| 19 [300| 23 [333| 18 [333] 29
29. |367] 22 |400| 13 |467| 4 [3.00| 25 |267| 36 [333| 18 |356| 22
30. | 400 | 16 [400| 13 |467| 4 [333| 19 [300] 23 |333| 18 |372] 18
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A C D E 39 (R)
X R|X|R|X|R|X|R|X|R|X|R|X|R
31 [200| 48 13.00| 38 |433| 14 [333| 19 {300 23 |333| 18 |3.17| 34
32 433 7 [400| 13 |400| 23 |433| 5 |467| 3 |433| 4 |a28]| 9
33, | 400 | 16 | 400 | 13 [467| 4 |300| 25 |333| 15 |300| 32 [367] 19
34, 467 2 |500) 1 [500] 1 {433( 5 |433| 6 |467| 2 |467]| 3
35. |3.00| 33 |333] 26 | 400 | 23 | 300 | 25 | 233 | 41 |300]| 32 |3.11] 38
36. 300 33 [400| 13 | 433 ] 14 300 25 |333| 15 [300| 32 |344]| 27
37. [ 3.00| 33 [3.00] 38 |3.00| 46 [ 233 | 46 300 23 [300]| 32 |2:89 | 40
38. [300] 33 |333| 26 | 367 | 39 |300| 25 [ 233| 41 |300]| 32 |3.05]| 39
39. (300 33 |333| 26 [3.67] 39 [300] 25 | 300 23 |300| 32 |3.17] 34
40. | 367 | 22 [400| 13 | 433 | 14 [ 300 | 25 | 300 23 |333| 18 [356]| 22
41. |3.00 | 33 |3.00] 38 |3.00| 46 | 233 46 |3.00| 23 |3.00| 32 |28 | 40
42. 300 33 [3.00| 38 |233| 48 |200| 48 | 367 | 13 |300| 32 |2.83| 48
43, | 400 | 16 |3.67| 23 | 400| 23 |367| 15 [3.00| 23 |300| 32 |3.56| 22
44. | 400 | 16 |433| 3 467 4 [400| 11 |400| 10 |433]| 4 |422] 10
45 | 467 2 433 3 la67| 4 |467| 3 |433| 6 |433| 4 |450]| 5
46. (433 7 |400| 13 |400| 23 |433| 5 |400| 10 |433| 4 |417| 11
47. 433 7 [400| 13 |433| 14 |333| 19 [333| 15 | 367 15 | 383 16
48. | 400 | 16 |433| 3 | 400| 23 400 | 11 [433| 6 |400]| 12 |411]| 12

sy [368| 3 |369| 2 [413| 1 [344| 5 [330| 6 (35| 4 |363
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