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ABSTRACT

TITLE : NURSES’ KNOWLEDGE OF AND ATTITUDE TOWARDS UNIVERSAL
PRECAUTIONS TECHNIQUES AND THEIR PRACTICE IN
EMERGENCY ROOMS IN THE COMMUNITY HOSPITALS,

SURIN PROVINCE
BY . PETCHARAT KAITIKUNRAT
DEGREE : MASTER OF SCIENCE
MAJOR : HEALTH CARE MANAGEMENT
CHAIR : ASST. PROF. WIPAWEE SOAHIN, Ph.D.

KEYWORDS : KNOWLEDGE /ATTITUDE / UNIVERSAL PRECAUTIONS

This descriptive research was conducted to compare and examine the relationship between
knowledge of, attitude towards and practice of Universal Precautions (UP) techniques of nurses
working in emergency rooms in community hospitals, Surin Province. The respondents — were
108 nurses from 12 community hospitals. Data were collection by self-administered questionnaires
developed by the researcher. the results revealed that 75.47 percent of nurses had a moderate level of
knowledge about UP; 16.98 percent of them had a high level of knowledge and 7.55 percent of them
were at a low level. The majority of respondent (73.58 %) had highly positive attitude towards UP,
followed by some with very highly positive attitude at 17.92 % and a minority with moderately
positive attitude at 8.49 %. As for the level of UP practice, the respondents practiced UP rigorously at
73.58 %; some followed UP moderately at 16.04 % while only 10.38 % did so very regorously. No
significant difference was observed between the knowledge of and the attitude towards and their
practice of UP of nurses working in the 30 - bed community hospitals and those working in the
community hospitals with more than 30 — beds. The factors that were related with the knowledge and
the practice of UP included supporting facilitics (p = 0.037), age (p = 0.032 ) and duration of work
(p = 0.004). There was no significant correlation between the knowledge of and the attitude towards

UP (r=-0.0337, p = 0.731) nor was there with the practice of UP (r = 0.0814, p = 0.406). Moreover,



the attitude towards UP was found to be positively correlated with the practice of UP at a significant

level (r=0.5347, p = 0.001).
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