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ABSTRACT

TITLE : COMMUNITY STRENGTH: A CASE STUDY OF DON MOO VILLAGE,

AM-PIA DISTRICT, TRAKANPUETPON, UBON RATCHATHANI

BY : PARINYA SINGREUANG

DEGREE : MASTER OF ARTS

MAJOR : SOCIAL SCIENCES AND DEVELOPMENT
CHAIR : HEMWAN HAMANAGA, Ph.D.

KEYWORDS : PARTICIPATION / COMMUNITY STRENGTH / COMMUNITY
DEVELOPMENT ACTIVITIES

This study aimed at examining the followings: (1) community development activities
taking place in Don Moo Village, (2) community’s participation in such activities and (3)
problems, obstacles and solutions regarding the strengthening of the community. This study was
conducted qualitatively. The data were collected by an examination of relevant printed documents,
in-depth interviews with key informants, small group discussions, and participant observation. The
results showed that the process of developing Don Moo community strength was shaped by
community members’ initiatives to solve their problems. These initiatives were successfu}ly
implemented because they were driven by such concepts as member’s contribution, traditional
cultural values, a close-knit family system, seniority, and leadership. This success was measured
in terms of quality of community members, who were able to uncover roots of the problems,
propose solutions, and apply them in the form of concrete activities to solve the problems. The
nature of these activities was characterized as qualitatively and quantitatively good and well-
coordinated. The flow of activities showed a systematic development, thus reflecting the
community members’ ability to rely on one another and gain recognition by outside parties, which
in turn strengthened the community. The factors contributing to the strength included community
cultures, family system, community leadership, and well-managed natural resources. Ban Moo

Village community, however, did not deny assistance from outside sources; government policies,



support from government agencies and non-government organizations which, through cooperative

learning platforms, will reinforce the community’s strength.
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