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ABSTRACT

TITLE _ :NATIONAL FOREST POLICY REFORM: A CASE STUDY OF
| ROYAL FOREST DEPARTMENT

BY : NOPFOLLAWAT SOMANAWATR

DEGREE : DOCTOR OF PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION

MAJOR : PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION

CHAIR - : CHALERMSRI RITTAPAI, D.P.A. (PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION)

KEY WORDS : REFORM / NATIONAL FOREST POLICY / ROYAL FOREST DEPARTMENT

This research was aimed at:'investigating the background of Thailand’s forest policy
and its obstacles; studying and anaiyzing the national forest policy; and proposing guidelines to
reform the national forest policy in order that it can be proper and in line with the current forest
context in Thailand. The scope of this study ranged from the time at which Royal Forest
Department was founded up to the present time. The data were obtained through collecting
and analyzing related documents and interviewing as required by the qualitative research
methodology.

Findings:

(1) Being essential as a commercially valuable products, the forest resources has long
been a target for a number of people. The policy on forestry in Thailand initially occurred when
Royal Forest Department was officially established as a sector to impose controls on forestry
management. Previously, the policy placed importance on enhancing the economic benefits by
using the forest as assets for developing the couatry. :When the amount of forested land
dramatically lessened, the policy, then, was convertec? to ,é:onserve the forest resources. Besides
tﬁis, the bodies dealing with forestry were restructured several times.

(2) Presently, the national forest policy remains inflexible and inappropriate to be
used as guidelines (o deal with forestry management at the present condition. This problem has not

only resulted in the effect on forest resources and related surroundings, but it also excessively

‘affects the couniry in all aspects: .geonomics, social setfings, politics and government,



Additionally, the way of life and living of the people in the area were affected deeply. To solve the
problem, the national forest policy should be reformed so that it can suit the current forestry
condition by stipulating new regulations on forestry tasks.

3] It is recommended that the national forest policy be reformed so that it can be
further used as guidelines for the effective forestry management. Moreover, the Royal Forest
Department and the Department of National Park, Wildlife and Piant Conservation should be
amalgamated in order to reduce redundancy in performing forestry tasks. Foresiry law and rule

should be amended to be more suitable and comply with the forestry management.
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