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Abstract

countries. Thai traditional medicine is getting a big boost. The Thai

people are tumning to indigenous medical treatments, therefore the Ministry of Public

Health is trying to

upgrade and develop local medical wisdom to a national standard.

The National Institute of Thai Traditional Medicine has suggested how to issue, rule, and

regulate Thai trad|tional medicine while the Medical Registration Division is handling the

task of licensing.

ideally, under the medical licensing law announced in 1989, oniy the

practitioner who has the license can legally perform the treatment in the kingdom.

in fact, a numbey

of practitioners in particular those in the northeastermn region, Isan,

perform illegally treatments without medical license. Moreover, in 2000, none of the Isan

folk practitioner pa

ssed the medical licensing examination.

The aim gf this research was to answer the question: why almost all of the Isan

folk practitioners |have performed the treatment without the medical license? And by

using the hypothesis of the incompatibility of Isan people culture versus the Thai




traditional medicing licensing examination system, this gualitative research was carried
on in 4 steps including literature review, questionnaire, in-dept intewiéw and
observation. The| data was obtained from Isan folk practitioners living in
Ubonratchathani, | Roi-et, Yasothom, Mahasalakarm, Srisaket Mukdahan and
Umnadiarem.

As a resul, many incompatibilities of two systems were affected the Isan folk
practitioners in making decisions not to enter into the licensing system due to the lack of
medical licenses. | Their reasons were strongly supported by various factors such as

62.7 % of I1san folk practitioners lacked information of the examination and Thai

traditional medicing licensing system, 56.2% were older than 60 years old and believed
that they would died before obtaining the license, 34.5% of Isan folk practitioners lived in
the countryside and were poor, therefore they could not afford the license fee and all the
expenses regarding the examination. In addition, 17.1% refuse to take any examination
due to their low education. Most of them have difficulty in reading and writing. Beside
their economic and physical problems, the most important reason for the practitioners
neglecting the licepsing system was the indigenous culture of the isan folk practitioner.
Isan folk practitioners have followed the disciplines of the past practitioners, which
based on generaus mind, charity and dedication to others. From this rule, the
practitioner is not aliowed to receive money from patients; hence their majof income is
not obtained from the treatment but from other careers such as a farmer, a stockbreeder
or a carpenter. Since they believed the treatment has merit, these practitioners were
proud of themselvies and feel it unnecessary to acquire any license to guarantee their
medical capability] More than that, they gained high respect from the community.
However, there were some practitioners entering into the licensing system.
A few of practitioners passed the examination and received the license. 43.6 % of

practitioners who have not yet received the medical license agreed that the knowledge

of Isan folk medicine is unique and far different from traditional Thai medicine.
Traditional Thai dicine is the real indigenous knowledge, based on the experience
accumulated by man through a long activity aimed to adapt and transform the natural

and social environment, and to meet material and spiritual needs. Such knowledge is




still unexplained b

disseminated and

discussion.

y any theory and developed mainly not through study but usually

handed down, and further enriched through memory and oral

On the other hand, Thai traditional medicine, now promoted as national heritage,

originated from Ay
theory, believing th

water, wind and fir

Most of them d
practitioners who
examination desig

barrier for Isan fol

urverdic of India. This knowiedge was also supported by element

at the illness was caused from imbalance of four vital elements; earth,

]
ber «

Generally, Isan folk practitioners only specialize in each treatment.
pal with specific complaints, contrastingly with Thai traditional
normally handle a wide range of diseases. Thus the license
ned to evaluate the general knowiedge of element theory is the great

k practitioners to obtain medical license. In addition, 58.7% of Isan

folk practitioners also have problems inAidentiﬁcation of herbal specimens used in Thai

traditional prepara

Some of them wq

develop Thai tradi

ion because such plants were rarely found in the northeastern region.

sre confused with medicinal plant naming in formal fanguage. To

ional medicine's man power, the National institute of Thai traditional

medicine is trying very much to incorporate with Thai traditional medical schools around
the country and expects them to provide the knowledge and ethics to those who have
not yet received the medical licenses. However, the direction of the institute to support
and develop Thai traditional medical schools to standard level is stil a disgrace and its
policy is impractical. Furthermore the qualities of Thai traditional medical schools in
country are various. As written in the medical licensing law, the practitioner who wants
to obtain the license has to register to be a student in Thai traditional medicine school at

least one year before taking the medical licensing examination. 58.7 % of Isan folk

practitioners com
only open to abust
have the course g
few textbooks and
is quite difficult to

textbooks to read.

lained that the traditional medical schools were a big business and
e traditional medical wisdom. None of Thai traditional medical schools
urricuium and systematical teaching. Many schools gave students a
let them study by themselves. The Isan folk practitioners found that it
study alone without guideline. in addition they have difficulty in finding

While the formalized Thai traditional Medicine, centered on Wat Po in

Bangkok, certainly has a lot of supported from the government, many local Thai




traditional medicineés are neglected by the government and restricted by the licensing
law. Without any support from the government, the pract?tioners struggle to conserve
the sciences of tfaditional medicine. Some of Isan folk practitioners feel that the
government has mot promoted local medicine as wisdom of country. Unlicensed
practitioners have jow status, are afraid of being arrested when performing treatment
and ultimately give| up their treatment. To conserve as well as to standardize the local
medical wisdoms to the same international level as western medicine, The government
should be more concerned with the aspect of local traditional medical knowledge origin
and cultural pathway of local wisdom. In the meanwhile, the government should find
new proper strategies in licensing the local traditional practitioner with the cooperation of

community and any other private sectors.
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