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ABSTRACT

TITLE : THE STRENGTH OF LAND OWENRSHIP MOVEMENT SUPPORTERS:
A CASE STUDY OF TA WANG HIN COMMUNITY,

UBON ATCHATHANI
BY : NIPAPRON POLMAK
DEGREE : MASTER OF POLITICAL SCIENCE
MAJOR : GOVERNMENT
CHAIR : SARAN SOODIJAI, Ph.D.

KEY WORDS : TA WANG HIN COMMUNITY / SUPPORTERS / STRENGHTS OF
SOCIAL MOVEMENT / LAND OWENRSHIP

This qualitative research was aimed at investigating the strengths of movement
supporters who called for their land ownership in Ta Wang Hin community with particular interest
in obstacles barring the movement and guidelines for further development. The data was obtained
via observations and focus group interviews.

The finding revealed that the first strength, which was ranked as the most distinctive
one, lay in its highly capable mainstays, being able to effectively coordinate and disseminate
information among the supporters. Furthermore, the mainstays also manage to conduct
a successful follow-up after meetings and activities were held. Other activities having contributed
to the movement’s success included the exchanging of information, connecting with other
organizations, and fundraising. Particularly, the key success was due to the mainstays’ capacity in
actively motivating the members to take part in the activities concerned. Secondly, it was found
that the supporters held a tightly bound relationship which resulted in a unity in the movement.
The motive constituting this dynamic participation was their suffering from the land ownership
dispute with the government. Another factor was a social impulse, spurring a sense of pride when
people were accepted as a group member.

The obstacles barring the movement were caused by the government policy and land

law which pose negative impacts on the community and strict and severe operations made by the



authorities responsible for law enforcement. A closed political opportunity structure was another
hindrance to the movement. Internal factors which barred the group fluidity embraced the
management of group activities; i.e. making an issue, requesting support from mass media and
opting for proper movement strategies in order to put enough pressure on the bodies involved.
Approach to development, the number of movement supporters should be increased
with more extensive networks to protect their rights in land ownership. Prospective members
should have broad understanding with sound knowledge and experience in dealing against the land

ownership dispute.
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