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Abstract

The objective of this research is to study the rubber culture situation and the social
and economic issues in the southern part of Mortheast Thailand where the largest rubber
plantations are located. Rubber farmers from the provinces of Buriram, Srisaket and Uben
Ratchathani were surveyed using structured questionnaires. A total of 400 households
were selected by Multistage Random Sampling. Data were analyzed by percentage,
means and standard deviation.

Results show that the head of a rubber farmer's household is a male (89.75%) with
an average age of 49.89 years Education is between Grades 1-6 (82.50 %) Children and
the eldery are part of 58.75% and 10.5% of the households, respectively. Average
household labor is 4.92 persons. Labor available for rubber culture is 2.13 persons. Thirth-
eight percent (38%) of the househalds work off-farm. Almost all the farmers tap the trees
by themselves (79.75%). Some of them have their own rubber presses (14.5%) and dryers
(12.75%). Some farmers (57.96%) are solely supported by ORRAF Farmers (45.61%)
decided to plan rubber because of govemment externsion efforts and financial support.
50-Ko-Yo staff rendered technical service to 87.82% of the farmers. The rubber variety
RRIM 600 is used by 85.79% of the farmers. The average age of trees when first tapped is
7.43 years. Trees are tapped on alternate days by 47.5% of the farmers. The average total
area per household is 49.45 rai, with 24.71 rai planted with rubber trees, 12.62 rai with
cereal crops and 9.57 rai with rice, Rubber is planled with an interval distance of 7x2.5 m.
by 51.88% of the farmers with 60.2% planting them East-West. Average fertilizer used is
18.4 grams.seedling size is 2 leaf storey 75.06%. During the second year trees were
replanted at 13.62 trees2rai. The second year had an impact on social conditions, such as
reduced migration during tapping period and increased labor demand. Effects on
economic situation included an increase in income and production per rai. Average

production is 180 Kg/raifyear.ORRAF estimated production to be 235 Kg/raifyear.
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