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Abstract

This research aimed to study laws related to public land management by the
community at Kutkuai and Bungxiangtic, community participation in public land
management; pattern, process, and laws concerning appropriate participation of villagers of
Baan Thab Thai and Baan Nong Chan in public land management; and knowledge of law
related to public land management of villagers at BaaniThapthai and Baan Nong Chan to
develop appropriate participation of villagers of Baan Thab Thai and Baan Nong Chan in
public land management. Documentary research, structured interview, focus group, in-depth
interview, and test on knowledge of law related to public land management were applied in

this research. Pretty’s concept of participation (1995) was employed to data analysis.

The research found that participation of community was restrictive according to
Pretty’s concept of participation. Level of community participation was ‘manipulative
participation’ and passive participation. The villagers had participation only to receive the
information about decision-making of the project and operation of the project. There were 2
causes of restrictive participation. (1) factor of law and administration structure which the
law and regulations related to the public land against the constitution mentioned the
community rights to manage their own local resources; and (2) villagers lacking of
information and knowledge of law related to public land which is significant factor to

negotiate with public agencies and to increase participation role of local people.

There are 3 suggestions from thié research (1) amending the law to meet with the
constitution. And during amendment Office of the Prime Minister's Regulations on public
hearing 2005 should be applied in the first place; (2) a community public land committee
should be settled up ;and (3) public agents should provide the knowledge about public land

and related regulations.

Key Words: Community Participation; Public Land Management
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