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A Feasibility Study on Agricultural Production Systems in the
Communpity for Appropriate Technology Development
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. - s : .
; 'affectmg the agncu:hxral systems and the future trends The results of
i tlus research proyect mlght be used for research planning and to develop projects for small scale-
i farms The al:ea ‘includedin this study covered 27 villages surrounding Ubon Ratchathani

Umvers:ty, Ubon Ratchathani provmce Guidehnes for semi-structured interviews and secondary

data were used. Data during the growmg season from 1993 to 1994 were collected. Thirty—six

households were pre—selegted from 12 v1llages with three households from each village.

" The results showed that, during the last decade, Warin-chamrap district has developed
- l

rapidly and continuously

get production inputs, to

resdlting in the higher 1

affecting the studied community as follows: It was more convenient to
sell produce and there were more alternatives for agricultural activities,

and prices and more jobs available. Many changes occurred in most

families, for example, from extended-families to nucleus families, this also causing the division

of land into small plots for each family memt}er. However, every household wanted to grow rice

for home consumption and sell the excess. |

The agricultufal

systems in the jsmdied area can be divided, by using some

characteristics of the farmers family’s goal, land tenure, agricultural production and cash

income, into three groups

s as follows: Group I In this group approximately 1/4 of the farmers

had rice production which was insufficient for home consumption and off-farm income was the

main of cash. Group IL

which was self-sufficien|

In this group approximately 175 of the farmers had rice production

t for home consumption and the excess produce was sold for cash. More

than 50% of cash was off-farm income. Group IIL. In this group approximately 11/20 of the

farmers had rice produg

income was from farm produce.

tion which was self-sufficient for home consumption and major cash

i

- Group I and IIjgrew only rice, but Group Il grew both rice and vegetables or raised

livestock. It is expected
‘because of the instability

that the number of farmers in Group I and II will increase in the future

of production and the number of farms in Group III might decrease.

From ‘the ‘survey, it is recommended that occupation development for the farmers in

-Group I and II should be provided with sk111 development, handicraft and animal production. In

Group III farmers shopld be encouraged by promcting intensive and low-risk agriculrural

activities, such as,-integrated agriculture, fish culture or seedling production and/or cooperate

with the private sector as contract farmers.
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