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ABSTRACT

NAME : A STUDY OF THE EFFECTING OF GOVERNMENT’ S
DEVELOPING POLICY TO TRICYCLE RIDER IN
UBON RATCHATHANI CITY MUNICIPAL AND
WARINCHAMRAB MUNICIPALITY, 1995-2005.

BY : KIRANA JINTANAKUL

DEGREE : MASTER OF ARTS

MAJOR : SOCIAL SCIENCE AND DEVELOPMENT

CHAIR : HEMAWAN HEMANAGA, Ph.D.

KEYWORDS : ECONOMIC POLICY / TOURISM POLICY / MODERNIZATION /

URBANIZATION / ADJUSTMENT / TRICYCLE RIDER

This research aims to analyze the impact of economic and tourism policies,
modernization and urbanization on tricycle riders (or tricycle renters) in the Ubon Ratchathani city
municipal and the Warinchamrab municipal area. To understand the impact and the development
of the tricycle rider career, we conducted personal interviews with ten tricycle renters, five tricycle
owners, and ten tricycle users. The result is summarized as follow.

During the National Economic and Social Development Plan I ~III (1961-1976), as
a result of the modernization and the economy of Ubon Ratchathani has expanded dramatically,
especially in the goods and service sectors. Fueled by an increase in numbers of road construction,
several careers such as tricycle riders were introduced in order to serve the expanded economy.
This urbanization was later expanded by the building of the United State (U.S.) army base during
1971-1975. The intrusion of the U.S. army brought positive impacts to the local economy
including the popularity of the tricycles. Therefore, the tricycle rider career was deemed to be
a well-paid career and hence, drew numbers of rural residents into this career.

During the National Economic and Social Development Plan IV-VIII (1977-2001),
had been introduced the motor tricycle into Ubon Ratchathani Province during 1981-1983. With

the ability to travel greater distance in a shorter time, motor tricycle has become the major



competitor of the traditional tricycle. Furthermore, since 1997, had two important events ; the
Economic crisis and the increase in numbers of cars, trucks, and motorcycles, combined with the
sprawling of the city area into a more remote couniry side have significantly decreased the
popularity of the tricycle. As the result, bring to the restoration of the tricycle riders.

The adjustment of the tricycle riders career in the Ubon Ratchathani city municipal
and the Warinchamrap municipality started differently. Initially, due to its advantage of having the
train station located in the area, tricycle riders in the Warinchamrap municipality were hoping for
an increase in income from tourists arriving at the train station. However, most tourists prefer to
use other modes of transportation such as motor tricycle, bus, etc. In addition, some tourists also
travel in the area through the travelling bus and, hence, have no needs to use tricycles as their
primary transportation. Hence, in order to earn enough income, ftricycle riders in the
Warinchamrap municipality started to adopt alternative strategies employed by those in the Ubon
Ratchathani city municipal. These strategies include putting more focus on local residents arriving
to/departing from the local fresh markets, having cellular phones to facilitate the need of potential
customers, performing other commissioned jobs, and having side-track careers according to their

knowledge and skills such as raising farm fish, making blooms, or selling recycle materials.
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“_..Since the base was right at the edge of this reasonable sized town, samlars
were a convenient way to get around...We could generally go just about anywhere in town for just
a few bath, but we had to be sure to haggle and agree on a price before getting underway. Some
time just for kicks, we would trade places with the driver just so we could experience driving one.
Not all of them would let us drive through because they were so proud of their machines. While
waiting for fares, they would frequently be seen polishing their trikes...”

(John Ellis, January 3, 2007)
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