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ABSTRACT
TITL : THE RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT OF PRODUCTS FROM
PALMYRA PALM
AUTHOR : KANITTHA CHOOCHERD
DEGREE : MASTER OF APPLIED ARTS
MAJOR : PRODUCT DESIGN
CHAIR : ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR DR.WIROJ SRISURO (HONOURRARY)

PROFESSOR DR. PRAKOB WIROJANAGUD

KEYWORDS : PALMYRA PALM/PALM FIBERS / PALM STEM

Palmyra palms belong to a family of large palms. These palms reproduce by seeds and
each palm tree is either male or female.

In Southern provinces of Thailand, there are several palm plantations but the crops
have not been utilized to their fullest potential. Most of the current palm-based products are for
oral consumption although there are few manufacturers of palm-fiber based products for other
purposes. The issues are, however, that these products are not diverse and only certain parts of the
palm are used. For this reason, the author aimed at exploring ways to design and develop various
palm-based products, to research into the feasibility of utilizing most parts of this palm in order to
increase incomes among local palm product manufacturers.

There objectives of this study are as follows: 1) to examine physiological features of
the palm and their potential usage 2) to research and develop products from various parts of the
palm and 3) to establish guidelines for developing palm products compatible with current public
demands. The sample was drawn from a population of Palmyra palm product manufacturers in
Songkhla, Thailand. The data were analyzed qualitatively. It was found that palm product
manufacturing should employ simple processes integrating different parts of the palm and other
materials. It was also found that fibers taken from ripe palm fruits could potentially be developed
into products. Local palm product manufacturers may use the research findings to develop and add

value to their products.
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