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Abstract

The purposes of this study, carried out from January to December 2008, were
three fold.Firstly, it aimed to find out ethnics’ lifestyles,their traditions, belief and
wisdom.Further, it examined the knowledge of the medicinal properties of natural
vegetation.In addition,it investigated their awareness of the prohibited natural vegetation
(taboo plants). The study involved two ethnic groups : Bru ethnic group at Talong and
Wernbuk Villages in Khong Chiam District, and Kula ethnic group at Nonyai Village in
Khueang Nai District, Ubon Ratchathani Province.The research methodology included
interview with local experts and experienced villagers to find out their knowledge about
the medicinal properties of natural vegetation, and the review of the prohibited natural
vegetation from previous research. Also, plant specimens were collected and then
identified for their common names, scientific name and family name based on
morphological characters by the dichotomous key and by taxonomists.

For Bru ethnic group, a total of 222 species in 72 families could be utilized. Of
these, about 86 species in 48 families could be used as medicine. Among these, the most
famous family was Leguminosae-Caesalpinioideae family. For Kula ethnic group, a total
of 210 species in 76 families could be utilized. Of these, about 84 species in 47 families
could be used as medicine. Among these, the most famous family was Dipterocarpaceae
family. The results also revealed that the beliefs about the precautions and the use of the
prohibited natural vegetation as medicine of both ethnic groups were similar, especially
those for women in pre- and post-natal periods.

For Bru ethnic group, the interesting species were Spathoglottis affinis de Vriese,
Rhodamnia dumentorum (DC.) Merr. & L.M. Perry, Phyllanthus acidus (L.), Antiaris
toxicaria Lesch. and Schizostachyum blumei Nees. The underground stem of
Spathoglottis affini de Vriese was used to replenish the face and melasma treatment. The
root of Rhodamnia dumentorum (DC.) Merr. & L.M. Perry was for decreasing weight.
The root of Phyllanthus acidus (L.) Skeels, mixed with dry chicken feces, was for those

who want to quit alcohol. The latex juice of Antiaris toxicaria Lesch. was used as a



poison in hunting. The stem of Schizostachyum blumei Nees. was used to make local
handicrafts and musical instruments.

For Kula ethnic group, the investigated species were Piper gratum L., Bauhinia
strychnifolia Craib, Thunbergia laurifolia Lindl, Phyllanthus emblica 1.. and Canarium
subulatum Guillanin. The ground seeds of Piper gratum L. mixed with egg albumin were
applied for face-whitening. The climber stem of Bauhinia strychnifolia Craib was
treated as a medicine and an ingredient of all Thai traditional medicine. The leaves of
Thunbergia laurifolia Lindl, if kept in the mouth, help reduce alcoholic intoxication.
Interestingly, Phyllanthus emblica L. was placed into a coffin of the dead who believed
in occultism so that the body would burn . The wood of Canarium subulatum Guillaumin

is used as a tom-tom.
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Buchanania lanzan Spreng.
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Mangifera caloneura Kurz
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Melodorum fruticosum Lour.
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Lannea coromandelica (Houtt.) Merr. & L.M.Perry
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Cananga latifolia (Hook f. & Thomson) Finet &

Gagnep.
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Polyalthia cerasoides Benth. ex Bedd.
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Aganonerion polymorphum Pierre ex Spire
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Lasia spinosa (L.) Thwaites
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Markhamia pierrei Dop
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Amorphophallus sp.
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Asparagus racemosus Willd.
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Oroxylum indicum (L.) Kurz
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Bombax anceps Pierre var. anceps
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Bhesa robusta (Roxb.) Ding Hou
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Getonia floribunda (Roxb.) Lam
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Crateva adansonii DC. subsp. odorata Jacobs
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Parinari anamense Hance
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Ellipanthus tomentosus Kurz var. tomentosus
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Dioscorea hispida Dennst. var. hispida Dipterocarpus intricartus Dyer
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Dipterocarpus obtusifolius Teijsm ex Miq. Hopea odorata Roxb.
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Shorea roxburghii G. Don Shorea siamensis Miq.

291 DIPTEROCARPACEAE 139 DIPTEROCARPACEAE



AN 99 ABUNINUTT ANABULAY
Dracaena angustifolia Roxb.
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Diospyros ferrea (Willd.) Bakh. var. ferrea
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Sauropus androgynus (L.) Merr.
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Diospyros ehretioides Wall. ex G. Don
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Phyllanthus elegans Wall. ex Miiell. Arg.
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Syzygium gratum (Wight) SN. Mitra
var. gratum
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Hydnocarpus anthelminthicus Pierre ex Laness.
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Oryza sativa L.
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Vietnamosasa pusilla (Chevalier & A.Camus) Nguyen
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Bambusa sp.
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Schizostachyum blumei Nees
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Garcinia cowa Roxb. ex DC.
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Vitex pinnata L.
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Leea indica (Burm.f) Merr.
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Caesalpinia digyna Rottler
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Barringtonia acutangula (L.) Gaertn
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Bauhinia saccocalyx Pierre
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Senna siamea (Lam.) Irwin & Barneby
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Peltophorum dasyrachis (Miq.) Kurz Acacia catechu (L.£.) Willd.
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Entada reticulata Gagnep. Xylia xylocarpa (Roxb.) Taub. var. xylocarpa
238 LEGUMINOSAE — MIMOSOIDEAE 99 LEGUMINOSAE — MIMOSOIDEAE

NN 121 Wegn NZEd AWMA 122 WHINDeN ANUBY
Dalbergia cochinchinensis Pierre Uraria crinita (L.} Desv. ex DC.
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Al 123 azuuma dlee AMA 124 dungdlaun nzal
Lagerstroemia floribunda Jack Lagerstroemia macrocarpa Wall.
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Sida acuta Burn.f. Memecylon edule Roxb.
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i 127 agausn inSenuniey WA 128 AzfienIe uzife
Cissampelos pareira L. var. hirsuta Ficus callosa Willd.
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Cansjera rheedei J.F. Gmel.
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Ziziphus cambodiana Pierre
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Paederia pilifera Hook .f
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Spathoglottis affinis de Vriese
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Hedyotis corymbiformis Geddes
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Rothmannia wittii (Craib) Bremek.
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Gardenia saxatilis Geddes
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Madhuca thorelii (Dubard) H.J. Lam
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Strychnos nux - blanda A.W. Hill

219/ STRYCHNACEAE
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Lepisanthes rubiginosa (Roxb.) Leenh.
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AW 138 AsA Mg MU
Scoparia dulcis L.

296 SCROPHULARIACEAE
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Microcos tomentosa Sm.

296 TILIACEAE
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Centella asiatica (L.) Urb.
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awi 143 ith 4hth
Alpinia galanga (L.) Willd.
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AN 145 A Fues
Zingiber officinale Roscoe
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127

o Ay o
NMAN 142 qUTUAY  (AT98DULDY
Cissus hastata Miq.
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Kaemferia rotunda L.
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Curcuma parviflora Wall.
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Andrographis paniculata (Burm.f.) Wall. ex. Nees
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Strobilanthes nivea Bremek.
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Anomianthus dulcis (Dumn) J. Sinclair
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Barleria strigosa Willd.

296 ACANTHACEAE
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Thunbergia laurifolia Lindl.
296 ACANTHACEAE
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Polyalthia evecta (Pierre) Finet & Gagnep.
29 ANNONACEAE
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Unvaria fauveliana (Finet & Gagnep.) Pierre ex Ast.

29% ANNONACEAE

2N 155 Tunese 3o 14du
Aganosma marginata (Roxb.) G. Don

236 APOCYNACEAE

MWN 157 ¥2gn AU
Alyxia reinwardtii Blume

237 APOCYNACFAE
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Uvaria rufa Blume

137 ANNONACEAE

MW 156 duan duaw
Aganonerion polymorphum Pierre ex Spire
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Amorphophallus sp.
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Canarium subulatum Guillaumin

297 BURSERACEAE
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Salacia verrucosa Wight
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Argyreia sp.
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Salacia chinensis L.
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Gloriosa superba L.
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Lagenaria siceraria (Molina) Standl.
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Anisoptera costata Korth.

%

D §aat® 2

Diospyros mollis Griff.
29% EBENACEAE

NN 169 1ASOANAIIY
Bridelia tomentosa Blum.

29f EUPHORBIACEAE
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Vatica odorata (Griff.) Symington

296 DIPTEROCARPACEAE

AN 168 USBN YIIAY
Antidesma ghaesembilla Gaerin.
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amdi 170 nldlng wdlng
Croton roxburghii N.P. Balakr.

196 EUPHORBIACEAE
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Phyllanthus emblica L.

29 EUPHORBIACEAE
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MW 173 favms Aadu
Cratoxylum _formosum (Jack) Dyer

23 GUTTIFERAE

AT 175 F9NanszdUNs Ao
Cassytha filiformis L.

293¢ LAURACEAE

132

;Mnd 172 uuii 8

Hymenocardia wallichii Tul.

197 EUPHORBIACEAE

MW 174 UNEITIA BATUAS
Clerodendrum paniculatum L. var. paniculatum

19/ LABIATAE
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Litsea glutinosa (Lour.) C.B. Rob.

29 LAURACFAE
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Bauhinia acuminata L.
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and 179 lydiu dn T
Tadehagi godefroyanum (Kuntze) Ohashi

19§ LEGUMINOSAE — PAPILIONOIDEAE

A 181 Tnawnas wuding

Melastoma malabathricum subsp. malabathricum

1M MELASTOMACEAE
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AN 178 VY HE LAl
Bauhinia strychnifolia Craib
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AN 180 A Tutlan
Fagraea fragrans Roxb.
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Cissampelos pareira L. var. hirsuta (Buch. ex DC.)

Forman
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Tiliacora triandra (Coleb.) Diels
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: i S

ATWN 185 HideH wioU

Morus indica L.

298 MORACEAE

AW 187 F1TI 11909
Gomphia serrata (Gaertn.) Kanis
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134
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Tinospora crispa {(L.) Miers ex Hook.f. & Thomson
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Tristaniopsis burmanica (Griff.) Peter G. Wilson

& J.T.Waterh. var. rufescens (Hance) J. Parn. &
Nic Lughadha
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Olax psittacorum (Willd.) Vahl
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Calamus sp. Corypha lecomtei Becc.
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Aegle marmelos (L.) Correa ex Roxb. Ziziphus attopoensis Pierre
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Carallia brachiata (Lour.) Merr. Canthium berberidifolium Geddes
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MR 195 WIAA AU 1A 196 wzds nszdd
Catunaregam tomentosa (Blure ex DC.) Tirveng. Feroniella lucida (Scheff.) Swingle

29 RUBIACEAE 23f RUTACEAE

AN 197 danlvaion woniasa AN 198 1B 1ASBIV04

Eurycoma longifolia Jack Smilax sp.

191 SIMAROUBACEAE 23 SMILACACEAE

M 199 aduduvies awdudu awi 200 eguih 3lny
Stemona hutanguriana W. Chuakul Tetrastigma quadrangulatum Gagnep.& Craib.
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