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Abstract

The purpose of this research is to study the Thai dialect usage of local people
in Ubon Ratchathani province. These people include Thai-Lao, Khmer, Bru or Kha,
Kuay or Suay, and Kula groups. This study used the interview guideline.
Questionaires consisting of 54 semantic units were used to collect data from
informants from 15 villages of 2 age groups : the over-50-year-old group and the 11—
20-year-old group.

Findings show that the two groups of informants, who live in the same village,
use both the same and different words. They are totally and partially different. The
latter eroup are dilferent in terms of the number of syllables, consonants, vowels and
tones. The two groups of informants are still using their own local language. The
Central Thai dialect and Northeastern Thai dialect are morc widespread in the 11-20-
year-old group than in the over-50-year-old one. The Thai-Lao group use Ceniral Thai
dialect the most. The other local people use Northeastern Thai dialect more than

Central Thai dialect. The Kula group use their own language the least.
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