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ABSTRACT

TITLE : THE STUDY OF PROCEDURES FOR DESIGNING, PRODUCING AND
DEVELOPING UBON’S ANCIENT GOLD JEWELRY THROUGH THE
PARTICIPATORY ACTION RESEARCH PROCESS

BY : JATE LAOWEERAKUL
DEGREE : MASTER OF APPLIED ARTS
MAIJOR : PRODUCT DESIGN

CHAIR : DRKANYA JUNGVIMUTIPAN
KEYWORDS : GOLD JEWELY/ GOLDSMITHS / UBON CITY

Presently, gold jewelry facéd a problem about economy, society, and culture which
makes the group of customer used it to be decorations decreasingly. Gold jewelry’s entrepreneur
could not sell it better than the past. This cause affected to goldsmith’s employment; they have to
look for the way to earn a living instead and their wisdom from gold jewelry’s product will be
disappeared because product’s wisdom lacked of new generation’s inheritance.

The purposes of this research were (1) to study the history of ancient goldwork from
the past to the present (2) to develop Ubon’s ancient goldwork into contemporary one, and (3) to
publicize the ancient goldwork in Ubon Ratchathani. The samples of this study were goldsmiths.

This qualitative participatory action research was conducted through the study of
related literature and fieldwork, using in-depth interviews, focus groups, questionnaires, forum,
tape-recording, note-taking, photographing and descriptive analysis presentation.

It was found that Ubon’s gold jewelry had been first developed in the early
Rattanakosin period. It was combinated between water pattern and wood sculpture pattern by
sculpture and bezel setting diamond technique. Moreover, gold jewelry was the combination of
Thai and Khmer arts of ancient goldwork. Through the development of contemporary jewelry
from ancient goldworking wisdom, two kinds of contemporary gold jewelry were developed: gold

jewelry near the Mun River and ancient-pattern gold jewelry which have different techniques



-y

ay

between the gold jewelry decoration in gold jewelry near the Mun River and the new technique
experiment of gold jewelry assembly in two kinds of contemporary gold jewelry.

The results of the study led to the improvement of Ubon’s ancient gold jewelry; skills,
knowledge, and techniques which are important to practice, and create new pattern for the
customer in the present. More importantly, goldsmiths should meet and converse community

between them to be support each others.
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