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Abstract

The political struggle in Vientaine State caused the people movement from the left
bank of Mekong River to Northeastern region of Thailand, Esan, espeeially in the King
Anuwong’s Rebellion. There were also AUMErous new community settlements in this time,
The increase of the political power by Siam had no effect on Lao culture. When Mekong
River was divided into two countries, Laotian living in the right side became Thai with
double ethnic identities, dualistic. This group of people had both Lao and Thaj identities,
The reason the center of Bangkok culture and culture-diffused area did not cover both sides
of Mekong River was because Mekong river is far from the center of Bangkok. This also
obstructed the diffusion of main culture to the Mekong riversides. Moreover, the content of
the culture was loose brought about the obvious different marginalization. Kinship relation
nowadays is the distinguish characteristic of culture on both sides of Mekong river. It also
plays an important role in trading and marketing. Kinship-based society translates to more
symbalic exchange than that of commercial, This induces good relationship among people
living in Mekong boundary. The religious and ritual believes from Heet 12 and Klong 14
are related to family system and kinship relations. People sympathy and harmony also
occurre due to Heet 12 and Klong 14 which played major role of behavior control in the
society. People, therefore, live with morals, ethics and customs. The borderless and nation-
slate vacuum urge people living on both sides of Mekong river to control the community to

be organized.
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