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ABSTRA

TITLE - STATUS, ROLES AND THE EXISTENCE OF BELIEFS AND
RITUALS OF SPIRIT HOUSE AT HAAD SUAN YA COMMUNITY,
WARINCHAMRAP DISTRICT, UBONRATCHATHANI PROVINCE

BY : CHARINEE SAWATTRAKUL

DEGREE : MASTER OF ARTS

MAIJOR : SOCIAL SCIENCES AND DEVELOPMENT

CHAIR - ASST.PROF. KANOKWAN MANOROM, Ph.D.

KEYWORDS : STATUS/ROLE/BELIEF /RITUAL / EXISTENCE

The purposes of this research are to study]

Ya Community from the past to the present and
community’s beliefs and rituals and the existence
Qualitative research methods used for data colle

Observation, and Non-Participant Observation.

The results reveal that the environs of the

been populated for approximately 200 years. This
Ubon Ratchathani. This area was chosen for the s
Mun River and its plentiful vegetation and aquatic

fishermen. Later on when the community was devel

Mod Dang, Phibun Mangsahan, Khuangnai, Baan T

and gondoliers for people in the city of Ubon Ratch
the community. In 1901, Haad Suan Ya Community
Suan Ya is located in the area of Warinchamrap T¢

rely on commerce and laboring, while some people ¢

the community are unemployment, broken families,
groups, ruined and ragged roads, and useless public

Kut Tao. Interms of interrelationship, people still m

the history and livelihoods of the Haad Suan
to examine the status and the roles of the
of diversity within the beliefs and rituals.

ction comprised of Interviews, Participant-

oxbow lakes and swamps of Mun River have
community is located opposite to the city of
ettlement because of the massive size of the
animals. This area was at first inhabited by
oped into a port community, people from Don
he came to work in the area as goods carriers
athani. Groups of merchants also traveled to
' was officially established. Nowadays, Haad
swn Municipality. The majority of villagers
ire bureaucrats. The problems often found in
the use of drugs among youth and some labor

water resources that are full of weeds such as

aintain reciprocity quite well.




Even though the Haad Suan Ya community is facing the aforementioned problems, it
still believes in and respects spirit houses. There are five spirit houses in their community. The
first one is Sao Lak Baan, the main spirit house, which was built along with the establishment of
the village. The second is San Chao Poh Uppa Haad:, built by the villagers in the area of Kut Tao,
which is most respected by the community and considered as the community’s San Py Ta. The
third spirit house is San Chao Poh Phaa-Daeng and|Nang Ai which is the only spirit house that
outsiders can come to pay respect and homage to as people believe that it is a sacred and holy
spirit house. Mrs. Somboon is the person who brought the spirit house into the village. The forth
one is San Chao Poh Pantainorrasing. The last one |is San Chao Poh Sivilaisiharaj, the personal
spirit house, which is believed that it is sacred by only one family which is the Sornchai farmily.
People have many different beliefs about spirit houses. They believe that the spirit houses can
make their wishes become true. This study suggests that status of spirit houses places trust in
people’s mind and hold in people’s spirit and soul. | They are holy and respected images for the
community and families from generation to generation. They represent social rules and practices

which conirol the community’s moral behaviors.

Moreover, the spirit houses also play a very important role which can be classified into
two levels. First, Community Level, this level consists of San Lak Baan as its role is to provide
people with protection in order to live peacefully, San Chao Poh Uppa Huaad, ass Chao Poh Uppa
Haad, a benefactor of the community establishment, was Thac Kam Phong’s younger brother, and
San Chao Poh Phaa Daeng and Nang Ai with the tole of blessing people and protecting people
from danger when traveling and also giving them good luck. The other level is Relative and
Family Level which is comprised of San Chao |Poh Pantainorrasing and San Chao Poh
Stvilaisiharaj. Both of the aforementioned spirit houses’ role is to take care of young people and
children and affiliate them for their success in making a living and livelihood. According to
knowledgeable people, the beliefs and faith of the community and families within the spint
houses, and as it help controls people’s behaviors, it leads to the existence of the variety of beliefs

as seen in the present time.
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