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ABSTRACT
TITLE : A STUDY OF METAL CRAFTS IN ISAAN REGION FOR SOUVENIR
PRODUCT DEVELOPMENT
BY : CHAIBORPIT PONSRI
DEGREE : MASTER OF APPLIED ARTS
MAIJOR : PRODUCT DESIGN
CHAIR : SAKCHAI SIKKA, D.AA

KEY WORDS : HANDCRAFTS / METAL / SOUVENIR PRODUCTS

In each period of time, metal craft materials, production processes, styles and designs
have been developed to meet the demand of customers. In the beginning, metal crafts were
recognized as everyday tools, and later they became valuable oraments and jewelry. Isaan is a
region where metal crafts have been developed for more than a thousand years. However, there are
still problematic issues concerning the development of materials, production processes and styles
in a way that corresponds to customers’ needs. Metal crafts produced in this region may not
always meet the need of users. Thus, this study aims at three major objectives. The first is to
explore and collect Isaan metal craft products from past to present. The second is to study styles
and production processes in order to develop products. The third objective is to develop and set
guideline for the kind of metal craft design that is suitable for souvenir products.

In this study, the samplings were selected from two groups of people involved in metal
craft development. The first group consists of seven metal craft groups in Isaan region and the
second group consists of 108 persons involved in metal craft designing and marketing.

The findings of the study are grouped under three main subjects. The first is the study
and data collection on metal craft production in 19 provinces of Isaan region. The metal crafts can
be assorted by the function at discovery into 3 types — general tools, ornaments, and agricultural
instruments. The second finding reveals that pattern, style and production process of metal crafts
vary in distinctive point and style depending on materials and functions. The production processes
have been derived from ancient time. Although some production processes have been improved in

order to meet the present needs of users, the result is not so satisfactory. From the attempt to



develop metal crafts into souvenirs, the third finding suggests that in designing the target group
should be clearly identified and the materials and production process chosen to suit the style. The
most suitable process which yields various kinds of metal craft is metal molding. Materials used in
metallic souvenir production should have low melting point so the fuel cost will be low and the
melted metal can flow into the mold easily and thoroughly. The expansion rate after the metal
cools is small. The craftwork is complete and the material substitute easy to find. Moreover, in
consideration of variety of styles, target should be clearly identified as demand trend changes with

time as seen in the design guideline offered in this study.
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