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ABSTRACT

TITLE . A STUDY OF VOCATIONAL STUDENTS’ BEHAVIOR AND SOCIAL
NETWORKING RELATIONSHIP TO THEIR USE OF CELL PHONES:
A CASE STUDY OF UBONRATCHATHANI TECHNICAL COLLEGE

STUDENTS
BY : BENCHAWAN TANGSAKUN
DEGREE : MASTER OF ARTS
MAJOR : SOCIAL SCIENCES AND DEVELOPMENT
CHAIR : ASST.PROF. KANOKWAN MANOROM, Ph.D.

KEYWORDS : CELL PHONES /PERCEPTION / LEARNING / SOCIAL NETWORK'JNG

The objectives of this study were to (1) investigate all factors (indiyidual, intrinsic and
extrinsic factors) which affected the desire to buy and use cell phones among technical students.
(2) study the relationship in decision to buy and to use cell phones among Ubonratchathani
Technical College students classified by their gender, ages, average income, levels of education,
fields of study, parents’ careers and parents” income. (3) study social networking relationship of
the students after using cell phones.

The subjects of this study were 360 Ubonratchathani Technical College students who are
studying at both Vocational and High Vocational levels and have their own celi phones. The data
was collected in both qualitative and quantitative methods. The quantitative data was colle:ted by
5 level rating scale questionare. The qualitative data was collected by having conversaticn with
two groups of the students: a 12 male group and a 10 female group. Statistics used to analyze the
data were frequency, percentage, average, SD (standard deviation), t- test and f-test.

Results

The findings discovered that most subjects were male ages 19-20 years. 74.44 per cent
of them spend average of less than 3,000 baht per month. Most of their parents are farmers. 22.22
per cent of these parents get average income from 4,001 to 7,000 baht or 30.28 per cent. Most of

the students are studying at High Vocational level. 52.78 per cent of them are studying in Auto



=

mechanics, Machine Shop, Welding, Electrical Trade, Electronics, Building Construction,
Architecture and Computer Technology with equivalent amount (45 students each). -

The results of the data analysis of individual behavior in using cell phones revealed that
most students tend to use cell phones with pre paid promotion. They preferred to use D-tac
network with Nokia cell phones. Their decision to use this kind of service was that it is modern.
The period of time they usually phone was between 18.01 p.m. to 24.00 p.m. to contact with their
families and relatives. The average cost is about 300 to 500 baht a month. And the students paid
for the cost themselves. The type of the phones used is color LCD screen. The time consumed
ranged from 1 to 5 minutes. Most of them used pre paid system and also use it less than 6 months,
then they changed to another promotion.

The intrinsic motivation motivated the students to buy and use cell phones was at
a medium level. The results also discovered that the students had a high level of motivation to buy
and use cell phones. In perceptive and learning factors, students perceived the behavior of using
cell phones at a medium level.

The behavior of using cell phones according to the motivation factor; motivated,
perceptive, and learning factors of Ubonratchathani Technical College students were classified by
gender, ages, and their average income, the parents’ careers and income, levels of education and
their fields of study. The survey found that the students who have different basic factors will also
have different choices in using cell phones; both by all and each factors with significant statistics
at 0.05 by no difference.

Thie results of the teens’ behavior of social networking in using cell phones with other
groups revealed that they had social networking behavior to use the phones to communicate
mostly with their parents and the second group with their friends. The networking system they

preferred was pre paid system because they could control the expense easily by themselves.
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